


September 1, 2020

From: Stan Golovich

To: Benicia City Council

Subj: Cannabis Equity Program

Unconscious bias has been demonstrated in Benicia regarding regulated cannabis activity. 
During three years of public hearings, opponents repeatedly expressed what they thought 
about weed in the absence of reinforcing evidence that commercial activity is a bad idea, or 
more specifically, “not a good fit” for Benicia. It is an extremely good fit for any city that 
engages it. The popularity of cannabis is growing because people of all ages love weed and 
spend generously to acquire it. Every city in Solano County is now woke on weed and will be 
selling it and making money by late 2021. 

The California Cannabis Equity Act of 2018 specifically addresses cannabis sales activity by 
Black and Latinx entrepreneurs, and provides grant funding support to jurisdictions with equity
programs designed to assist minority licensees gain entry to, and successfully operate in, the 
state's regulated cannabis marketplace. The cities of Sacramento, Oakland, Berkeley, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles have cannabis equity programs in place. 

Benicia has engaged a course to improve and sustain social equity in our town. In this regard,
we are primed to establish a Cannabis Equity Program that would be manifested in a second 
cannabis storefront operated by qualified applicants, preferably a woman or women-owned 
licensee. Such a program would be consistent with point number 9 of the City Manager's Aug.
25th slide presentation as well as points in the resolution adopted on that date.

The onerous “no weed” buffers, rooted in unconscious bias and adopted by this council, are 
hurting us economically and are not conducive to establishment of a Cannabis Equity 
Program. This program can be managed as an adjunct function of the newly created Equity 
and Diversity Manager. The job description for the billet should include grant writing 
experience and an appreciation for cannabis consumerism.

A second cannabis store creates more jobs and increased tax revenue from resident and 
visiting consumer spending. Weed sells like hotcakes. The results of Measure D are sure to 
reinforce the overwhelming support for a second cannabis retail as originally approved. 

It's time to take the next step in your commitment to equity in Benicia.

Stan “Weedman” Golovich
Benicia cannabis guru
YES on Measure D!
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