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BENICIA COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION  AGENDA

City Hall Commission Room
May 21, 2018

6:00 PM

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS

3. REFERENCE TO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this
meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia's Open Government Ordinance.

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

5. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any matter
not on the agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Community Sustainability
Commission.  State law prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon matters not listed
on the agenda.

Each speaker has a maximum of five minutes for public comment. If others have already expressed your
position, you may simply indicate that you agree with a previous speaker. If appropriate, a
spokesperson may present the views of your entire group. Speakers may not make personal attacks on
commission members, staff or members of the public, or make comments which are slanderous or
which may invade an individual’s personal privacy. 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT
B. PUBLIC COMMENT
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6. PRESENTATIONS

7. CONSENT CALENDAR
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted, approved, or adopted by one
motion unless a request for removal for discussion or explanation is received from the Community
Sustainability Commission or a member of the public by submitting a speaker slip for that item.

*Any Item identified as a Public Hearing has been placed on the Consent Calendar because it has not
generated any public interest or dissent.  However, if any member of the public wishes to comment on a
Public Hearing item, or would like the item placed on the regular agenda, please notify the Community
Development Staff either prior to, or at the Community Sustainability Commission meeting, prior to the
reading of the Consent Calendar.

7.a MARCH 19, 2018 DRAFT MINUTES

3-19-18 CSC Draft Minutes

7.b CAP TEAM PROJECT UPDATES

CAP Project Updates MEMO 5-21-18

8. AGENDA ITEMS

8.a MCE DEEP GREEN

MCE Memo

8.b GRANT REPORTS

Semi-Annual Grantee Reports 2018

Arts Benicia Grant Report 

Benicia Community Gardens Grant Report

1. Reso 14-83

2. Bicycle Benicia Application 

3. Bicycle Benicia Grant Agreement

4. CSC July 18, 2016 Minutes

5. Bicycle Benicia Web Hosting Invoice 2015 2

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/188815/3-19-18_CSC_Draft_Minutes.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189502/CAP_Project_Updates_MEMO_5-21-18.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189552/MCE_Memo.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189597/Semi-Annual_Grantee_Reports_2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189561/CSC_grant_report_Jan-June_2017_Arts_Benicia.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189562/CSC_Grant_Report_July_2017_Benicia_Community_Gardens.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189506/Reso_14-83.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189507/Bicycle_Benicia_Application_040314.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189509/Bicycle_Benicia_Grant_Agreement.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189510/CSC_July_18__2016_Minutes.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189511/Bicycle_Benicia_Web_Hosting_Invoice_2015.pdf
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BRIP Grant Report

CSC Drip Irrigation Grant Report_Final_July2017

Turf Rebate Grant Report

8.c WORK GROUPS

Work Groups Memo 

9. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF

10. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS

11. ADJOURNMENT
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189563/BRIP_Grant_Report.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189564/CSC_Drip_Irrigation_Grant_Report_Final_July2017.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189572/Turf_Rebate_Grant_Report.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/189559/Work_Groups_Memo_.pdf
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Public Participation

The Benicia City Council and its Boards and Commissions welcome public participation.  

Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to speak on any
matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the agency's agenda for that
meeting.  The City Council allows speakers to speak on non-agendized matters under public comment, and
on agendized items at the time the agenda item is addressed at the meeting.  Comments are limited to no
more than five minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during the public
comment period although informational answers to questions may be given and matters may be referred to
staff for placement on a future agenda of the City Council.

Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the City Manager.

Disabled Access or Special Needs

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and to accommodate any special needs, if you
need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact Alan Shear, the ADA Coordinator, at
(707) 746-4200. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting.

Meeting Procedures

All items listed on this agenda are for Council discussion and/or action.  In accordance with the Brown Act,
each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item and/or a recommended
action.  The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be
taken by the City Council.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge a decision of the City Council in court, you
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council at, or prior to, the public hearing.  You
may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to challenge in court certain
administrative decisions and orders (Code of Civil Procedure 1094.6) to file and serve a petition for
administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding planning or zoning.

The decision of the City Council is final as of the date of its decision unless judicial review is initiated pursuant
to California Code of Civil Procedures Section 1094.5.  Any such petition for judicial review is subject to the
provisions of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6.

Public Records

The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Manager's Office and the Benicia Public Library
during regular working hours.  To the extent feasible, the packet is also available on the City's web page at
www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the heading "Agendas and Minutes."  Public records related to an open session
agenda item that are distributed after the agenda packet is prepared are available before the meeting at the 4

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/
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City Manager's Office located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in the Council Chambers. 
If you wish to submit written information on an agenda item, please submit to the City Clerk as soon as
possible so that it may be distributed to the City Council.  A complete proceeding of each meeting is also
recorded and available through the City Clerk’s Office.

Contact Your Council Members

If you would like to contact the Mayor or a Council Member, please call the number listed below to leave a
voicemail message.

Mayor Patterson: 746-4212
Vice Mayor Young: 746-4213
Council Member Campbell: 746-4213
Council Member Hughes: 746-4213
Council Member Schwartzman: 746-4213
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BENICIA COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
City Hall Commission Room 

March 19, 2018 
6:00 PM 

 
 
 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
2. ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS 
Present:  Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, Kerridge, and, Chair Lindsay 
Absent:  Commissioner Federman (arrived at 7:15 pm and departed again) , Snider 
Present:  Ex-Officio Bardet, Wicklow   
Absent: Ex-Officio Members  Scott  
Staff Present: Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager  
  Shawna Brekke- Read, Community Development Director 
 
3. REFERENCE TO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC 
 
4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
On motion of Chair Lindsay, seconded by Commissioner Bautista, the agenda was adopted by the 
following vote after reordering the agenda to reflect the discussion of Priority Based Budgeting after the 
Consent Calendar: 
 

Ayes: Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, Kerridge, and Chair Lindsay 
Noes: None 
Absent: Commissioner Federman, Snider 
Abstain:     None 
 
5. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
A. WRITTEN COMMENT- None  
 
6. PRESENTATIONS 
    None  
  
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
On motion of Commissioner Kerridge, both consent items were pulled from the consent calendar and 
moved to the agenda.  
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8. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
8a. ELECTION OF OFFFICERS  
On a motion of Commissioner Kerridge, seconded by Commissioner Fisher, Chair Lindsay was 
nominated as Chair.  
 
Ayes: Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, Kerridge, and Chair Lindsay   
Noes: None 
Absent: Commissioner Federman, Snider 
Abstain:     None 
 
On a motion of Commissioner Kerridge, seconded by Chair Lindsay, Commissioner Bautista was 
nominated as Vice Chair.  
 
Ayes: Commissioners Baustista, Fisher, Lindsay, Kerridge   
Noes: None 
Absent: Commissioner Federman, Snider 
Abstain:     None 
 
8b. PRIORITY BASED BUDGETING  
Mr. Shear introduced the item to the Commission. He discussed the City’s budget long-term forecast, 
the public survey and promoted the program in general.  The Commission asked questions of staff.  
 
8c. BICYCLE BENICIA OUTREACH EVENT 
Nancy Lund mentioned a workshop event on Saturday April 14th from 10am-2pm at Mary Famar 
school and a community bike ride on May 20th which is also raising funds for 3rd-5th grade students. 
 
8d. CITY RECYCLING REQUIREMENT PROGRAM 
Ms. Brekke-Read introduced the item to the Commission. The Commission asked various questions of 
staff. Staff’s recommendation was to bring back the item for a City Council recommendation at a 
future date due to associated costs.  
 
Marie Knudsen, Recycling Coordinator from Republic Services currently coordinates with Benicia 
Main Street, Cal Recycle, the Clocktower, and non-profit organizations to require recycling for large 
events. There are current requirements in place which Republic Services follows and reports to the 
City through the Public Works department. Marie answered the Commissioner’s questions.  
 
Staff will work with Republic Services and share their information with Parks and Community 
Services as a best practices model for current users.  The Commission requested staff to gather 
additional information, investigate models followed in the City of Martinez and look at making a 
formal recommendation to Council in the future. Staff will bring this item back to the Commission at 
an upcoming meeting for further discussion.  
 
8e. DRAFT MINUTES JANUARY 22, 2018  
Commissioner Kerridge questioned the draft minutes accurately reflecting bringing back the topic of 
MCE deep green at the March meeting not at a future meeting and wanting the meeting minutes 
changed to reflect such. Chair Lindsay clarified his notes did not reflect anything other than what is in 
the draft minutes.   
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On a motion of Chair Lindsay, seconded by Commissioner Bautista, the January 22, 2018 minutes 
were approved as drafted by the following vote:  
 
Ayes: Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, and Chair Lindsay   
Noes: Commissioner: Kerridge 
Absent: Commissioner:  Federman, Snider 
Abstain:     None 
 
 
8f. V/GNSC FINANCIAL REPORT 
Commissioner Kerridge and Ex-Officio Bardet explained the historical background on the settlement 
agreements and the report.  
 
The Commission asked various questions about the report. Staff will investigate the questions 
presented during the meeting and bring back answers at a future meeting. 
 
8g. CAP TEAM PROJECT UPDATES 
Nothing to note. 
  
 
9. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 
Ms. Brekke-Read reminded the Commission of the Earth Day proclamation going before City Council 
in April. She shared with the Commission work on updating the Downtown Historic Guidelines and 
changes in state guidelines surrounding Accessory Dwelling Units. The Commission asked various 
questions of staff. 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
Commissioner Kerridge requested to discuss workgroups at the next meeting.  
Chair Lindsay requested to discuss prioritization; the annual film festival, and presentations for 
meetings. 
Commissioner Bautista is attending a water symposium in San Francisco tomorrow. 
Ex-Officio Bardet is a representing Sustainable Solano, formerly Benicia Community Gardens and 
working on community outreach with Solano County Water Agency and under receipt of a USDA 
grant working on local small farms. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Lindsay adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  
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Community Development Department 

                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  May 14, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re:  Climate Action Team Update 

Below are brief updates on on-going projects.  

 

Business Resource Incentive Program (BRIP) 

The Business Resource Incentive Program (BRIP) closed out 2017 with approximately $175,000 

in project funds remaining.  There are 3 lighting projects in the pipeline.  Economic 

Development has begun discussions with PG&E to undertake a “Last Call” joint marketing effort 

to showcase several of the BRIP success projects and to advertise the last of the available BRIP 

funding.  The goal is to identify several final solar and electrical vehicle charging station projects 

along with a couple more LED lighting projects. 

 

Water Conservation Programs 

The CSC grant-funded Cash for Grass Rebate Program –The very popular turf replacement 

rebate program resumed on June 12, 2016.  Benicia residents are eligible to receive a $1.50 per 

square foot rebate, up to $1,500, for replacing thirsty grass with sustainable water-efficient 

landscaping that meets Bay-Friendly Landscape Guidelines, while funding lasts. 

 

The City partners with Solano County Water Agency (SCWA) who administers the turf 

replacement program.  This program has traditionally reimbursed a property owner $1.00 per 

square foot, up to $1,000 per project.  Thanks to the Community Sustainability Commission 

(CSC) and City Council, the City was awarded a $60,000 grant from the Valero/Good Neighbor 

Steering Committee funds to provide an additional incentive of $0.50 per square foot for Benicia 

turf replacement projects.  That way, customers will receive a $1.50 per square foot rebate 

(comprised of the customary $1.00/sq. ft. plus the $0.50/sq. ft. from the CSC grant) on a first 

come first serve basis.   

 

Since the program began in 2010 through 2015, 264,520 sq. ft. of grass in Benicia has been 

replaced resulting in a total of $324,386 in rebates issued to 260 Benicia residents.  Due to the 

vast increase of participation in the program in 2015, funds ran out and the program was put on 

hold from September 19, 2015 to June 12, 2016.  Interested residents were put on a waiting list 

during this time.  Residents on the waiting list would receive the rebate first if they have met the 

requirements of the program.  As reported in a recent grant report to the CSC, from 6/12/2016 

through 6/30/2016, 37 Benicia residents received a rebate for a total of $38,782.50 ($12,927.50 
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from the grant) for a combined 35,488 square feet of lawn replaced.  It is estimated that this lawn 

conversion will save 1,135,616 gallons (or 3.5-acre feet) of water per year. 

 

Below is a chart from SCWA which illustrates Benicia has the most completed turf conversion 

projects in Solano County so far, this year (read the pie chart clockwise with 40 projects in 

Benicia in FY 16/17 as of 12/12/16).  Funds are still available.  Interested residents can call 

SCWA to schedule a brief pre-inspection 707-455-1113 or email solanocash4grass@scwa2.com. 

 

 
 

Water Smart – The CSC grant helped fund Water Smart through December 2016.  Water Smart 

will continue for 2017 - 2021, but will be funded by the City.  

The Wastewater Treatment Plant in-plant recycled water project has demonstrated a 99.9% water 

reduction (comparing 2016 usage to 2013 baseline usage.) 

 

Additionally - the Wastewater Treatment Plant now has a recycled water station where City 

trucks can fill up with recycled water for specific uses (e.g. cleaning sewer pipelines.)  This is 

saving even more potable water. 

 

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

Staff continues to explore potential grant funding to replace the fast charger at City Hall. This 

station is not operating and out of warranty.  

 

Benicia Efficiency and Climate Action Team (BECAT) 

The team is not currently actively meeting and there is not a current update. 
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Clean Transportation-related Research Projects 

Staff is continuing to research opportunities to increase clean transportation by way of fleet 

management systems, electric/hybrid vehicle replacement, clean-car sharing programs, 

alternative fuel options, and a vehicle and equipment replacement policy.   

 

Residential Solar Incentive Program 

The CAP Coordinator Team and City Staff launched Phase II of this program in November of 

2015. Effective June 2016, City Staff has transitioned to solely managing this project.  Fifty-one 

residential solar rebates have been reserved. To date, $43,684 of the $50,000 in funding has been 

issued. The average system size is 5.32kw, with the largest system being 9.82 kw and the 

smallest being 1.7 kw. A total reduction of 97.727 GHG Emissions Reduction (MTCO2e) was 

achieved through the installation of 51 residential solar systems through this program. City staff 

will request the remaining $82 be returned to future unallocated projects account.   

 

All program materials are on the City’s website with an update advising all funds for rebates are 

reserved. City staff continues to refer citizens to alternative programs such as PACE for funding 

opportunity for Solar installation. 
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Community Development Department 

                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  May 14, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re:  Marin Clean Energy (MCE) Deep Green  

The Commission requested to discuss this item. Staff has agendized this for discussion. J.R. 

Kiligrew from Marin Clean Energy (MCE) is scheduled to present at the July 17th City Council 

meeting.  There is no action on this item and is for discussion only. 
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Community Development Department 

                                                                             MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  May 14, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission  

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re: Discussion of Semi-Annual Grant Reports 

 

Recommendation:  Discuss semi-annual grant reports and provide direction to staff, as needed. 

 

Summary:   

There are six semi-annual reports for this meeting for the Commission’s review.   

 

Attachments: 

 

• Semi-Annual Grantee Reports 

o Arts Benicia- Doing our pART 

o Benicia Community Gardens 

o Bicycle Benicia (See below for further explanation) 

o BRIP I & II  

o City of Benicia Parks and Community Services Drip Irrigation Expansion  

o City of Benicia Public Works Department – Turf Replacement II 
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The following is a summary of the grant reports listed on the previous page: 

 

 

Grantee Grant Amount Date of 

Grant 

Approval 

Date Grant 

Funded 

Monies 

Expended  

Remaining 

Funds 

Project 

Complete 

Arts Benicia-Doing our 

pART 

$30,000 8/15/15 11/06/15 $28,462 $1,538 Ongoing 

Benicia Community 

Gardens 

$105,680 7/15/14 10/02/14 $104,000 $1,680 Ongoing 

Bicycle Benicia  $20,000 7/15/14 1/15/15 $56.32 $19,943.68 Inactive 

BRIP I & II ** $865,159 7/15/14 7/15/14 $865,159 $0 Complete 

COB Parks Drip 

Irrigation 

$46,000 7/15/14 TBD $46,000 $0 Complete 

COB Public Works-Turf 

Replacement II 

$60,000 8/15/15 12/11/15 $60,000 $0 Complete 

Total: $1,126,839   $1,103,677.32 $23,161.68  

 

** Carryover funds from BRIP I & full amount of BRIP II grant 

 

Bicycle Benicia Grant 

 

This grant is listed as inactive and staff is bringing this before the Commission as an action item.  

The following is a timeline of events pertaining to the Bicycle Benicia Grant: 

 

• July 15, 2014 Bicycle Benicia was awarded a $20,000 grant by the City Council (see 

attached City Council Resolution 14-83). 

• July 18, 2016 The Community Sustainability Commission elected to provide Bicycle 

Benicia a one-year extension. The grant agreement is for two-years unless a request 

is made. (see CSC minutes July 18, 2016). 

• May 14, 2018 almost four years since the grant was issued to the organization; only 

one invoice has been officially submitted on behalf of Bicycle Benicia dated January 

12, 2015 for web hosting in the amount of $56.32. Per Constance Buetel of Bicycle 

Benicia at the July 18, 202016 CSC meeting the web site is no longer hosted.  City 

staff has not received any regular reports from the organization reflecting any 

continued efforts as stated in the original grant report from 2014 or as stating during 

the July 18., 2016 CSC meeting when the request for an extension was requested and 

granted.  
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• No grant report has been submitted since 2015, therefore the grant is being listed as 

inactive.  

 

Based upon the above facts and lack of continued efforts to continue the spend the funds on the 

grant endeavors, staff is recommending the remaining funds of $19,943.63 be allocated back to 

“Future Projects” in the Valero Good Neighbor Steering Committee Settlement Agreement Account 

No. 217-4105-8188. 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. City Council Resolution 14-83 

2. Grant Application  

3. Grant Agreement  

4. CSC Minutes July 18, 2016 

5. Bicycle Benicia Invoice for web hosting  
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Reports are submitted to: 

  

Community Sustainability Commission 

c/o Community Development Department 

Attention: Teresa Olson 

tolson@ci.benicia.ca.us 

250 East L Street 

Benicia, CA 94510 
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Grantee Semi-Annual Report 
to the Community Sustainability Commission 

  

  

Agency: Arts Benicia For the 6 months Ending: July 31, 2017  

Project: Doing Our pART (two-year project) Date Submitted: August 2, 2017     

    Funding Amount: $30,000 total 

  

The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the above project for the prior 6-month period. 

  

GRANT STATUS – Describe project and status of actions within past 6 months. 

 

Report total Project/Program 

services delivered or completed. 

Include pertinent information 

such as: number of individuals 

engaged; collaborations with 

other organizations; 

demographic information; and 

metrics for reductions in water 

and energy use, and GHG 

emissions reductions (estimate 

if actual figures not available). 

 
Project Services: 

Jan 1, 2017 - July 31, 2017 

 
 

Proposed Grant 

Activities 

(from Arts Benicia’s original 

Scope of Services) 

 
Executed Grant Activities 

Exhibitions: We proposes two 

major juried exhibitions (one in 

2016 and one in 2017) that 

Exhibitions. During this grant period, planning was completed for the exhibition The Beauty of 

Water, which opened at the Benicia City Hall on April 24. The exhibition included works by nine 

regional artists:  Nikki Basch Davis, Grace Cohen, Catherine Fasciato, Betsy Kendall, Sandra 
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address environmental 

concerns, as called for by CAP 

strategy EO-1.5, Eco/ 

Sustainable art exhibitions. 

These exhibitions include: 

● Panel discussions to 

address how the arts 

contribute to educating the 

public about environmental 

concerns and the 

development of creative 

solutions, which is 

consistent with CAP 

strategy EO-1.3, 

Educational Workshops. 

● School tours to engage 

small groups of BUSD 

through interactive tours of 

the gallery, consistent with 

CAP strategy EO-1.13, 

Encourage BUSD to 

Educate K-12 Students on 

Climate Change and Ways 

to Reduce GHG Emissions. 

● Family Art Days to engage 

young people and the public 

with environmental concerns through hands-on art activities, which is consistent with CAP strategy EO-1.3, Educational Workshops. 

● Press Campaigns to draw 

attention to the 

environmental content of the 

work presented, and, in turn, 

foster awareness of the 

Summerfield Kozak, Robert Schwiebert, Alice M. Stern, Gregory Vasgerdsian, and Thomas 

Wojak. The show was organized and curated by Arts Benicia Exhibition & Programs Manager 

Mary Shaw and Executive Director Celeste Smeland. The approximately 30 artworks in the show 

included paintings and photography. An artists’ reception was held on May 25. The exhibition 

closed on July 24. The co-curators’ statement regarding the exhibition included the following:  

 

“We began planning this exhibition a year ago – when California was nearing its sixth drought 

year.  The idea of water was more about a sense of deprivation, than abundance. Now, after a 

year of above average rainfall we can once again experience the beauty of water through lush 

green hills, full lakes and rivers, and snow-capped mountains. And while Governor Brown 

declared that the drought is officially over, our memories still hold visions of parched landscapes, 

wildlife dying of thirst and dry riverbeds. It is in keeping these memories that we can more deeply 

respect the preciousness of water, its power and fragility, and its beauty.” 

 

In conjunction with and support of the exhibition, we reserved the display cases at the Benicia 

Library and on First Street for the inclusion of information and graphics about issues of water 

conservation, environmental impact and potential solutions to the ongoing challenge of drought.  

 

During this period, Arts Benicia also completed the planning for Drop by Drop, A Brief History 

of Benicia Water through the Eyes of Its Artists, a group exhibition of artworks by Benicia 

artists, in joint partnership with and hosted by the Benicia Historical Museum. The exhibition, 

curated by Arts Benicia Exhibitions and Programs Manager Mary Shaw, opened on July 26 with 

a reception that same day. Executive Director Celeste Smeland contacted the Commission and 

presented a proposal to them on May 15, 2017 to request approval for a change in scope of 

work for the grant. Because of the significant work and costs associated with producing this 

proposed exhibition at the Benicia Historical Museum, Arts Benicia proposed to redirect grants 

funds from the “reimagined rain barrels project” to the exhibition. A proposal from Arts Benicia 

outlining the theme of the exhibition, describing the detailed didactic wall panels planned, and 

the events planned in conjunction with the exhibition was reviewed by the Commission. With 

support of the Commission, the rain barrel project was modified to include one rain barrel and 

funds redirected toward the more significant exhibition project. 
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environmental issues dealt  with in the exhibitions. 

 

The exhibition highlights the history of water in Benicia from its founding as a deep-water port in 

1848 to its present-day identity as a waterfront town. The exhibition will explore sub-themes 

ranging from aesthetics and the exploration of our sense of place on the Carquinez Strait to the 

more critical observation of general water usage, public need, associated infrastructure 

developments, the effects of drought and flooding, and an eye toward future sustainability. The 

participating artists include Nikki Basch-Davis, Carol Dalton, Bodil Fox, Larnie Fox, Linda 

Grebmeier, Marilyn Schaeffer, Lee Wilder Snider, and Stephen Schumm. Scott Zoog is creating 

a “reimagined rain barrel,” which will be added later to the exhibition. The exhibition will remain 

open through May of 2018, on the second floor of the Benicia Historical Museum. Curator Mary 

Shaw devoted approximately six months to planning, researching, and executing the concept of 

the exhibition, including the educational materials and didactic panels. 

 

School group tours will be arranged through Arts Benicia’s Youth Art Committee and schools, 

as well as tours for other local groups. Additional programs being planned include a free Family 

Art Day, a poetry event and presentation of the Sustainability Awards. 

 

Family Art Day. 

During the exhibition The Art of a Community a free Family Art Day was held on Sunday, 

January 29. Led by volunteers from our Youth Art Committee 50 kids and 40 adults created self-

portraits, and other 2-D and 3-D artwork using watercolors, paint, and recycled materials (twine, 

aluminum foil, buttons, beads, etc.) 

 

During the exhibition Mike Kendall: Off the Wall a free Family Art Day was held on Sunday, April 

30. Led by volunteers from our Youth Art Committee 24 kids and 15 adults created sculptures 

mixed media paintings, and other 2-D and 3-D artwork using recycled metal and wood materials, 

watercolors, paint, and other recycled materials (twine, aluminum foil, buttons, beads, etc.) 

 
A free Family Art Day was held on Sunday, June 25 during the exhibition Magical Realism: 
Allegory, Dreams, and Myth. With the assistance of volunteers from our Youth Art Committee 18 
kids and 9 adults created drawings, collages, and paintings using colored pencils, melted crayon, 
and an assortment of other materials. 
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Youth Art Programs: Several 

youth art programs will promote 

awareness of environmental 

issues, including sustainability 

of water and other natural 

resources. The overall goal of 

these programs is to educate 

children about these issues, 

introduce the concept of 

sustainability, and instill socially 

consciousness behaviors 

related to daily lifestyle choices 

that conserve our resources 

such as reuse and recycling. 

These programs include: 

● Eco-Art Summer Day 

Camps, for children who are 

kindergarten graduates 

through 5th grade, include 

hands-on projects using 

ecological, recycled, and 

upcycled materials. This 

meets the criteria for CAP 

strategy EO-1.3, 

Educational Workshops. 

● Arts Benicia After School 

teaches students in grades 

K-5 the importance of a 

healthy environment and 

introduces them to the 

working concept of 

sustainability. In one-hour 

Arts Benicia offered its fourth year of EcoArt Summer Camp from July 17 through July 28 with 

one week of Tinkering and More and a second week of Art Mashup. Both weeks included the 

use of upcycled and recycled materials. Further information will be included in our next semi-

annual CSC report for activities occurring from July - December 2017.

 

 Arts Benicia After School (ABAS) 

The ABAS workshop in the winter and spring focused on watercolors, painting, and drawing. The 
watercolor workshops did not use recycled materials. The drawing and painting workshops used 
old calendars, magazines, and other printed materials in the creation of collages and other 
mixed-media projects. No funds from the CSC grant were used for this workshop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exploratory Wheel with the Benicia Unified School District 
Exploratory Wheel is a STEAM-inspired weekly program that rotates between all four BUSD 
elementary schools throughout the school year for grades 3-5. Arts Benicia was invited and  
contracted to teach drawing and tinkering for the 2016-2017 school year. Classes were held on 
Fridays, January through May. Both classes were well received and successfully completed. 1) 
Drawing class with instructor Mary Shaw and 2) “Tinker Time” class using all recycled materials 
to combine art with engineering and problem-solving skills with instructor Susan Bunch.  
Arts Benicia will again partner with BUSD to teach in the Exploratory Wheel program for school 

year 2017-2018. 
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classes on campus, 

students use recycled, 

repurposed, and natural 

materials to make creative 

and imaginative projects, 

and includes discussion 

about a healthy 

environment. This also 

meets the criteria for CAP 

strategy EO-1.3, 

Educational Workshops. 

● Artists in the Schools will 

offer hands-on programs to 

Benicia schools taught by 

local artists that would utilize 

recycled materials, 

activities, and art projects to 

teach children about 

recycling, environmental 

concerns, and sustainability. 

This meets the criteria for 

CAP strategy EO-1.13, 

Encourage BUSD to 

Educate K-12 Students on 

Climate Change and Ways 

to Reduce GHG Emissions. 

The Youth Art Programs component of the “Doing Our pART” program is ongoing. 

Awards Program: Arts Benicia 

will recognize exhibition 

submissions that demonstrate 

artistic uniqueness and 

innovation in the themes of 

environmental sustainability 

The Sustainability Awards Program component of the “Doing Our pART” will be part of the 
activities and public programs being planned in conjunction with the Drop by Drop exhibition at 
the Benicia Historical Museum. 

21



and/or water conservation. The 

goals are to recognize artists 

whose work is effective in 

promoting environmental 

messaging and to facilitate 

interprofessional collaboration. 

An awards program satisfies 

CAP strategy EO-1.2, 

Sustainability Awards 

Programs. 

Water Conservation 

Promotion Projects: Two 

projects will provide practical 

ways to promote conservation 

of water and other natural 

resources and educate the 

public about how each citizen 

can conserve them. 

As noted above, in May 2017, Executive Director Celeste Smeland contacted the Commission to 
request approval for a change in scope of work for the grant. Because of significant work and 
costs associated with producing the proposed exhibition at the Benicia Historical Museum, Arts 
Benicia proposed to redirect grants funds from the “reimagined rain barrels project” to the 
exhibition. With support of the Commission, the rain barrel project was modified to include one 
rain barrel. Metal sculpture artist Scott Zoog has been commissioned to“re-imagine” a rain barrel 
for storing rainwater to be used for watering gardens. Zoog’s work to complete the functional rain 
barrel will be completed this summer. Arts Benicia has supplied the rain barrels for Zoog’s work. 
 
The Water Conservation Promotion Projects component of the “Doing Our pART” program is 
ongoing. 

Recycling: This will continue 

our recycling policies, including 

composting with guidance from 

Avant Garden members. Our 

practices have the potential to 

become a model for other non-

profits and businesses. By 

setting an example for our 

community, we help achieve 

goals consistent with CAP 

Strategy SW-2.4, Waste Audit 

Program. 

The Recycling component of the “Doing Our pART” program is ongoing. 
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OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 

(How has organization promoted the program?) 

All our events, classes, exhibitions, etc. under the CSC grant are widely publicized. This includes online publicity through our 

website, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts, and numerous media outlets. Events and offerings are also promoted through 

numerous group emails, our e-newsletter sent to 3,300 active subscribers, and in postcards and flyers distributed by volunteers 

and artists regionally, around town, and at our booth at the Benicia Farmers Market. The two exhibitions that opened during this 

period were featured in our e-newsletters and postcards. The Benicia Herald devoted a feature article to the Drop by Drop 

exhibition, which was published on July 21. The article can be found at: http://beniciaheraldonline.com/benicias-water-history-on-

display-in-collaborative-arts-benicia-museum-exhibit/   

The Fairfield Daily Republic also published a feature article on the exhibition, which can be found at: 

http://www.dailyrepublic.com/solano-news/solano-county-entertainment/new-benicia-art-exhibit-looks-at-role-water-in-town/ 

 

The CSC and its generous grant to Arts Benicia are acknowledged in all of our relevant printed and/or digital promotional materials 

and are given verbal recognition at receptions, panel discussions, classes, etc. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Arts Benicia is grateful for the support of the CSC. The environmental focus of our programming over the past several years has 

become part of our organizational culture, and we anticipate continuing programs such as our reuse/recycle classes for adults and 

children and environmentally-themed exhibitions. Please see the photo essay attached at the end of this report to get a better 

sense of the work we have been able to do using CSC funding.  

  

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES DURING THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 

  

Program changes: 

No changes. 
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Key Personnel changes: 

We hired a new Development Associate, Jean Purnell, on April 10.  

  

Policy changes: 

No changes. 

  

Mission/Direction changes: 

No change in mission. We continue to focus on environmental, organizational, and community sustainability, in line with our grant 

funding from the CSC. 

 

  

BUDGET INFORMATION (attach Balance Sheet) 
  

Provide the project budget. (Expenses listed in this document should be consistent with the Project Description.) This budget is only 

for the project utilizing grant monies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s efforts provided on this Project through the 

City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability Commission, overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of 

Benicia under terms of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Settlement Agreement. 
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Signature:  

  

Title: Executive Director                                                               

Type name [Name of Signer]: Celeste Smeland                                         

 Date:  July 31, 2017 
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CITY OF BENICIA 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 GRANT APPLICATION 
Grantee Semi-Annual Report 

Submitted to the Community Sustainability Commission 
 

Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Funds 
Agency Semi-Annual Report 

 
 
 
Grantee Semi-Annual Reporting 
 
Grantees must submit semi-annual reports (due July 31 and January 31) to the 
Community Sustainability Commission (hereinafter Commission).  Reports will be 
summarized and information will be reviewed at a subsequent Commission 
meeting.   
 
The reports are utilized by the Commission to monitor the progress of the 
Grantee project(s)/program(s) and/or event(s) funded by its grant.  When the 
Commission receives the reports they are reviewed and approved.  When 
approved, the Grantee will receive its semi-annual funding.  
 
 
 
Reports are submitted to:  
 

Community Sustainability Commission 
c/o Community Development Department 

Attention: Teresa Olson 
tolson@ci.benicia.ca.us 

250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510
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CITY OF BENICIA 

COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
 2014 - 2015 GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 

Grantee Semi-Annual Report 
to the Community Sustainability Commission  

 
 
Agency: Sustainable Solano (formerly 

Benicia Community Gardens) 
For the Quarter Ending: 6/30/17 

Project: Benicia Sustainable Backyard Date Submitted: 7/31/17 
  Funding Amount: $105,680 
 
The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the prior 6-month period.   
 
GRANT STATUS – Describe project & status of actions within past 6 months 
 

The project is complete as of July 31, 2017 
Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

“Walk in a Food Forest” educational series: monthly tours 
of each garden (one garden a month) that includes one 
hour indoor talk on permaculture, wise water 
management / secondary water and community 
resilience, followed by one hour outdoor guided walk 
through a demo food forest, where participants can 
observe water management techniques (swales, 
roofwater catchment, greywater systems), plants and 
other sustainable landscaping features, and ask either 
the tour guide (an experienced permaculture practitioner, 
different every month) or food forest keepers specific 
questions about this type of landscaping. 

Continued with 
monthly tours in 
January – April 

(speakers David 
Shaw, Lydia Neilsen, 
Kathleen Huffman, 

Jessica Bates) 
Total number of 
participants: 82 

Monthly tours 
September – 

November; speakers – 
Chris Francis, John 

Valenzuela and Ryan 
Johnston. Total number 

of participants – 51. 
  

Overall number of 
participants -  133  

Tour of all Seven Gardens on May 20 50+ people  

Two additional Laundry to Landscape workshops were 
included into the 2016-2017 grant extension 

Feb 4 and March 4; 
total number of 
participants - 13  
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Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

Wise Water video (5-7 minutes) demonstrating the three 
components of our water approach: storage in the 
ground/swales, roofwater and L2L greywater; included 
into the 2016-2017 grant extension  

Wise Water Video is 
complete: 

http://sustainablesola
no.org/wise-water-
informative-video-

sustainable-solano/ 
 

 

Two classes “Sustainable Landscaping for Your House” 
are booked through Benicia Community Center. The 
curriculum covers secondary water, importance of trees 
and healthy soil, incorporating edibles, current rebates 
and local sustainable landscaping businesses. 

Feb 2 and March 2; 
total number of 
participants - 11 

 

Installed total of seven demonstration permaculture food 
forests in public workshops featuring rainwater collection 
in the ground, roofwater diversion to the ground and 
Laundry-to-Landscape greywater systems 

 Demo gardens number 
was capped at seven; 
focus on education in 

these gardens. Annual 
water impact 

509,041 gallons 

Public workshops on food forests installations: design, 
water catchment/harvest, earthwork; plants selection; 
creating ecosystems with plants 

Installations are 
complete; “Walk in a 

Food Forest” 
educational 

continued in 2016-17 

21 public workshops; 
370 attendees 

“Land Caretakers” training program, while not funded by 
CSC, is an integral part of our efforts: without 
professional landscapers trained on this approach, 
massive change will not be possible. 
 
 

 Pilot program (funded 
by SBA) in Oct 2015 - 8 
trainees; 120 hours of 
training provided by 
BCG; Professional 
greywater installers 
training funded by 

SCWA in May 2016: 14 
professionals trained 
and certified (8 from 

Solano County 

2014 – 2016 Speakers Series Complete 
 

Speakers brought to Benicia: Toby Hemenway, Trathen 
Heckman, Denise Rushing, Christopher Shein, Laura 

Allen, Lydia Neilson; Tao Orion, John Valenzuela, David 
Mudge 

n/a 280 attendees 

Information sessions and Program Information Booths at 
Benicia public events 

n/a ~ 170 people talked to 
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Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

16 applications for a backyard demonstration food forest 
received (one withdraw an application after the site visit) 

n/a ~50 family members 

In conversation with Solano County Water Agency to 
expend the program county-wide 

SCWA Board 
approved 2018 

contract for Vacaville 
and Suisun City 

The contract is signed 
with SCWA to expend 
the program to the 
entire county! 2017 – 
Vallejo and Fairfield 

15 active volunteers/spokespeople for the Program total; 
4 active volunteers remaining for the third year 

~75 volunteer hours ~1180 volunteer hours 

 
 

  OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 
  (How has organization promoted the program?) 

720+ people on the email outreach list; monthly newsletters and an active Facebook community 
Part-time PR coordinator advertises the events in local media (both paper and online); 
Many workshops were videotaped and the videos were posted on BCG website;  
Program received coverage in permaculture blogs and posting. 
“Walk in a Food Forest” educational series brought an array of well-known permaculture experts 
to Benicia, and the program was covered in the speakers’ websites and their newsletter 
 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
Thank you for supporting our request to extend the program for one more year (2016-2017) and to 
re-focus our efforts and remaining funds to public education and inspiration. Based on our 
experience with 3 distinct models of public engagement in 2016-17: tours of the food forests, 
classes in a different location (Benicia Community Center) and hands-on greywater installation, we 
have concluded that the most popular form is the tours of the food forests. We would like to use the 
remaining funds - $1,680 – for the tours of the food forests in 2018.  
 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
 
Program changes: 
N/A 
 
Key Personnel changes: 
N/A 
 
Policy changes: 
None 
 
Mission/Direction changes: 
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N/a 
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BUDGET INFORMATION (attach Balance Sheet) 
 

Please note that this balance sheet is based on the modified budget for the 2016-2017grant extension. 
For your reference, the last reporting period budget summary is below. The remaining funds repurposed 
for the 2016-17 grant extension: $26,907.48 
 
January – June 2016 Budget Summary: 
 

Project	Direct	Cost	 	TOTAL	GRANT	2-year	
BUDGET	

	(A)	

	SEMI-ANNUAL	
ACTUAL-TO-DATE	

	(B)	

	ACTUAL		
	YEAR-TO-DATE	

	(C)	
SUBTOTAL	 	$92,800.00		 	$20,206.58		 	$67,888.67		

Project	Indirect	Cost	 	 		 		

SUBTOTAL	 	$12,880.00		 	$4,047.07		 	$10,883.85		
TOTAL:	 	$105,680.00		 	$24,253.65		 	$78,772.52		

Remaining funds: $105,680 - $78,772.52 = 26,907.48	
 
 

January – June 2017 Budget Report: 
 
 

Project	Direct	Cost	 TOTAL	
MODIFIED	

GRANT	BUDGET																															
(A)	

SEMI-ANNUAL	
ACTUAL-TO-
DATE	(B)	

ACTUAL	
PROJECT-TO-
DATE						(C)		

Personnel	(direct)						Program	Manager	 	$12,000.00		 	$7,200.00		 	$12,850.55		
Personnel	(direct)							Public	Outreach	 	$2,400.00		 	$1,700.00		 	$2,953.93		
Labor	burden	(taxes,	insurance)	12%	 	$1,728.00		 	$1,068.00		 	$3,455.18		

Labor	Total	 	$16,128.00		 	$9,968.00		 	$19,259.66		
		 		 		 		

"Walk	in	a	Food	Forest"	tours	speakers	 	$1,575.00		 	$1,200.00		 	$1,600.00		
Other	Contract	Services		 		 		 		

Additional	Speakers	 	$800.00		 	$200.00		 	$200.00		
Greywater	instructions	(2	classes)	 	$1,600.00		 	$1,200.00		 	$1,200.00		

Video	Production	 	$400.00		 	$400.00		 	$400.00		
Educational	&	Promotional	Material	 	$700.00		 	$229.52		 	$394.97		
		 		 		 		

Project	Indirect	Cost	 		 		 		
Space		rental	(Speakers'	Series)	 	$160.00		 	$238.00		 	$238.00		
Telephone	&	web	site	 	$-				 		 		
Office	Supplies	 	$300.00		 	$203.93		 	$149.37		
Other	Indirect	Costs	(mailbox	&	Postage)	 	$150.00		 	$120.00		 	$120.00		
Fiscal	Management	of	the		Project	 	$800.00		 	$125.00		 	$278.00		
Liability	Insurance	 	$4,400.00		 	$1,380.82		 	$1,380.82		

Total	 	$27,013.00		 	$15,265.27		 	$25,220.82		
Remaining funds:$26,907.48 - $25,220.82 = $1,686.66 
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This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s efforts 
provided on this Project through the City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability Commission, 
overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of Benicia under terms 
of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Settlement Agreement. 
 
 
Signature:  _____________________________________    
 
Title:  Executive Director 
 
Type name [ Name of Signer ]:  Elena Karoulina 
 
Date: July 31, 2017 
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Community Development Department 

                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  May 14, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re:  Work Groups  

The Commission requested staff to agendize a discussion on work groups and potentially re-

organize and prioritize the work groups of the Commission. Currently, the Commission has 

identified two work groups which consist of: 

• Education and Outreach 

• Clean Transportation  
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