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BENICIA COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION  AGENDA

City Hall Commission Room
September 17, 2018

6:00 PM

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS

3. REFERENCE TO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this
meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia's Open Government Ordinance.

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

5. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any matter
not on the agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Community Sustainability
Commission.  State law prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon matters not listed
on the agenda.

Each speaker has a maximum of five minutes for public comment. If others have already expressed your
position, you may simply indicate that you agree with a previous speaker. If appropriate, a
spokesperson may present the views of your entire group. Speakers may not make personal attacks on
commission members, staff or members of the public, or make comments which are slanderous or
which may invade an individual’s personal privacy. 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT
B. PUBLIC COMMENT
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6. PRESENTATIONS

6.a REPUBLIC SERVICES- MARIE KNUTSON

7. CONSENT CALENDAR
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted, approved, or adopted by one
motion unless a request for removal for discussion or explanation is received from the Community
Sustainability Commission or a member of the public by submitting a speaker slip for that item.

*Any Item identified as a Public Hearing has been placed on the Consent Calendar because it has not
generated any public interest or dissent.  However, if any member of the public wishes to comment on a
Public Hearing item, or would like the item placed on the regular agenda, please notify the Community
Development Staff either prior to, or at the Community Sustainability Commission meeting, prior to the
reading of the Consent Calendar.

7.a MARCH 19, 2018 DRAFT MINUTES

3-19-18 CSC DRAFT Minutes

7.b CAP  PROJECT UPDATES

CAP Project Updates 

7.c GRANT REPORTS 

Semi-Annual Grantee Reports 2018

Arts Benicia Grant Report 

Arts Benicia Budget Report 

Arts Benicia Photo Essay

Benicia Community Gardens Grant Report

Bicycle Benicia Grant Report 2018

Bicycle Benicia Grant Update

Cash for Grass Grant Report

Drive Electric Grant Report

7.d GRANT CLOSE-OUT REPORT 2

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/217547/3-19-18_CSC_Minutes.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238408/CAP_Project_Updates_MEMO_7-16-18.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238318/Semi-Annual_Grantee_Reports_2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238198/CSC_grant_Arts_Benicia_5_18_18.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238199/CSC-Budget_Information_2018-05-31_final.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238200/Photo_Essay_2018-05-31.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238272/Benicia_Community_Gardens_Grant_Report.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238117/Bicycle_Benicia_Grant_Report_2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238150/Bicycle_Benicia_Grant_Update.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238147/2015_Grant_Report_due_073118.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238153/2018_Drive_Electric_Grant_Report.pdf


3

Grant Close-Out Summary 2018

8. AGENDA ITEMS

8.a CASH FOR GRASS GRANT AMENDMENT REQUEST

Cash for Grass Amendment 

8.b WASTE REDUCTION-BEST PRACTICES 

Special Events Waste Reduction 2018

1. Benician Summer 2018 Insert

2. City of Benicia 2017 Special Events 

3. City of Benicia 2018 Special Events 

8.c MCE DEEP GREEN 

MCE Deep Green

1. MCE Deep Green Estimate June 2018 

2. MCE Deep Green Estimate January 2018 

8.d REQUEST TO MAKE COMMENT ON THE SAFER AFFORDABLE
FUEL-EFFICIENT (SAFE) VEHICLE RULE FOR MODEL YEARS 2021-2026
PASSENGER CARS AND LIGHT TRUCKS

SAFER article comment request

8.e WORK GROUP UPDATES

Work Group Updates

9. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF

10. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS

11. ADJOURNMENT
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238449/Grant_Close-Out_Summary_2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/237858/Cash_for_Grass_Amendment.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234448/Special_Events_Waste_Reduction_2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234449/Benician_Summer_2018_Insert.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234454/Listing_of_2017_events.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234456/Listing_of_2018_events.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234429/MCE_Deep_Green_II.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234431/Benicia__CA_Deep_Green_Overview_Update_CY_2017.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234432/Benicia_CA_Deep_Green_Overview_Jan_2018.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238437/SAFER_article_comment_request.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/234488/Work_Group_Updates.pdf
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Public Participation

The Benicia City Council and its Boards and Commissions welcome public participation.  

Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to speak on any
matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the agency's agenda for that
meeting.  The City Council allows speakers to speak on non-agendized matters under public comment, and
on agendized items at the time the agenda item is addressed at the meeting.  Comments are limited to no
more than five minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during the public
comment period although informational answers to questions may be given and matters may be referred to
staff for placement on a future agenda of the City Council.

Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the City Manager.

Disabled Access or Special Needs

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and to accommodate any special needs, if you
need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact Alan Shear, the ADA Coordinator, at
(707) 746-4200. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting.

Meeting Procedures

All items listed on this agenda are for Council discussion and/or action.  In accordance with the Brown Act,
each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item and/or a recommended
action.  The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be
taken by the City Council.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge a decision of the City Council in court, you
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council at, or prior to, the public hearing.  You
may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to challenge in court certain
administrative decisions and orders (Code of Civil Procedure 1094.6) to file and serve a petition for
administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding planning or zoning.

The decision of the City Council is final as of the date of its decision unless judicial review is initiated pursuant
to California Code of Civil Procedures Section 1094.5.  Any such petition for judicial review is subject to the
provisions of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6.

Public Records

The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Manager's Office and the Benicia Public Library
during regular working hours.  To the extent feasible, the packet is also available on the City's web page at
www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the heading "Agendas and Minutes."  Public records related to an open session
agenda item that are distributed after the agenda packet is prepared are available before the meeting at the 4

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/
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City Manager's Office located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in the Council Chambers. 
If you wish to submit written information on an agenda item, please submit to the City Clerk as soon as
possible so that it may be distributed to the City Council.  A complete proceeding of each meeting is also
recorded and available through the City Clerk’s Office.

Contact Your Council Members

If you would like to contact the Mayor or a Council Member, please call the number listed below to leave a
voicemail message.

Mayor Patterson: 746-4212
Vice Mayor Young: 746-4213
Council Member Campbell: 746-4213
Council Member Hughes: 746-4213
Council Member Schwartzman: 746-4213
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BENICIA COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

March 19, 2018 

6:00 PM 

 

 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

2. ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS 

Present:  Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, Kerridge, and, Chair Lindsay 

Absent:  Commissioner Federman (arrived at 7:15 pm and departed again) , Snider 

Present:  Ex-Officio Bardet, Wicklow   

Absent: Ex-Officio Members  Scott  

Staff Present: Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager  

  Shawna Brekke- Read, Community Development Director 

 

3. REFERENCE TO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC 

 

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

On motion of Chair Lindsay, seconded by Commissioner Bautista, the agenda was adopted by the 

following vote after reordering the agenda to reflect the discussion of Priority Based Budgeting after the 

Consent Calendar: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, Kerridge, and Chair Lindsay 

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Federman, Snider 

Abstain:     None 

 

5. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT- None  

 

6. PRESENTATIONS 

    None  

  

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On motion of Commissioner Kerridge, both consent items were pulled from the consent calendar and 

moved to the agenda.  
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8. AGENDA ITEMS 

 

8a. ELECTION OF OFFFICERS  

On a motion of Commissioner Kerridge, seconded by Commissioner Fisher, Chair Lindsay was 

nominated as Chair.  

 

Ayes: Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, Kerridge, and Chair Lindsay   

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Federman, Snider 

Abstain:     None 

 

On a motion of Commissioner Kerridge, seconded by Chair Lindsay, Commissioner Bautista was 

nominated as Vice Chair.  

 

Ayes: Commissioners Baustista, Fisher, Lindsay, Kerridge   

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Federman, Snider 

Abstain:     None 

 

8b. PRIORITY BASED BUDGETING  

Mr. Shear introduced the item to the Commission. He discussed the City’s budget long-term forecast, 

the public survey and promoted the program in general.  The Commission asked questions of staff.  

 

8c. BICYCLE BENICIA OUTREACH EVENT 

Nancy Lund mentioned a workshop event on Saturday April 14th from 10am-2pm at Mary Famar 

school and a community bike ride on May 20th which is also raising funds for 3rd-5th grade students. 

 

8d. CITY RECYCLING REQUIREMENT PROGRAM 

Ms. Brekke-Read introduced the item to the Commission. The Commission asked various questions of 

staff. Staff’s recommendation was to bring back the item for a City Council recommendation at a 

future date due to associated costs.  

 

Marie Knudsen, Recycling Coordinator from Republic Services currently coordinates with Benicia 

Main Street, Cal Recycle, the Clocktower, and non-profit organizations to require recycling for large 

events. There are current requirements in place which Republic Services follows and reports to the 

City through the Public Works department. Marie answered the Commissioner’s questions.  

 

Staff will work with Republic Services and share their information with Parks and Community 

Services as a best practices model for current users.  The Commission requested staff to gather 

additional information, investigate models followed in the City of Martinez and look at making a 

formal recommendation to Council in the future. Staff will bring this item back to the Commission at 

an upcoming meeting for further discussion.  

 

8e. DRAFT MINUTES JANUARY 22, 2018  

Commissioner Kerridge questioned the draft minutes accurately reflecting bringing back the topic of 

MCE deep green at the March meeting not at a future meeting and wanting the meeting minutes 

changed to reflect such. Chair Lindsay clarified his notes did not reflect anything other than what is in 

the draft minutes.   

 
7



  

3 

On a motion of Chair Lindsay, seconded by Commissioner Bautista, the January 22, 2018 minutes 

were approved as drafted by the following vote:  

 

Ayes: Commissioners Bautista, Fisher, and Chair Lindsay   

Noes: Commissioner: Kerridge 

Absent: Commissioner:  Federman, Snider 

Abstain:     None 

 

 

8f. V/GNSC FINANCIAL REPORT 

Commissioner Kerridge and Ex-Officio Bardet explained the historical background on the settlement 

agreements and the report.  

 

The Commission asked various questions about the report. Staff will investigate the questions 

presented during the meeting and bring back answers at a future meeting. 

 

8g. CAP TEAM PROJECT UPDATES 

Nothing to note. 

  

 

9. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

Ms. Brekke-Read reminded the Commission of the Earth Day proclamation going before City Council 

in April. She shared with the Commission work on updating the Downtown Historic Guidelines and 

changes in state guidelines surrounding Accessory Dwelling Units. The Commission asked various 

questions of staff. 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Kerridge requested to discuss workgroups at the next meeting.  

Chair Lindsay requested to discuss prioritization; the annual film festival, and presentations for 

meetings. 

Commissioner Bautista is attending a water symposium in San Francisco tomorrow. 

Ex-Officio Bardet is a representing Sustainable Solano, formerly Benicia Community Gardens and 

working on community outreach with Solano County Water Agency and under receipt of a USDA 

grant working on local small farms. 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Lindsay adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  
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Community Development Department 
                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  June 15, 2018  
To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 
From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 
Re:  Climate Action Team Update 
Below are brief updates on on-going projects.  
 
Semi-Annual Grant Reports 
 
Since the grant program began in 2012, semi-annual grant reports are presented to the 
Commission. Historically, grant reports were due to City staff by January 30 and July 30. Staff 
would subsequently review and agendize the reports for the March and September CSC regular 
meetings. Both the September and November 2017 meetings were canceled, subsequently grant 
reports were not included in the agenda of the January and March 2018 regular CSC meetings.  
The Commission received 2017 mid-year grant reports at the May 2018 meeting. As many of the 
grants have concluded, staff is preparing to present a final grant report to the Commission and to 
the City Council at a future meeting.  The final report will provide a summary of the grant 
projects and will close out grants funded from 2014-2016. 
 
EV Charging Stations: 
 
As local municipal governments within the state of California look to promote zero emissions 
vehicles (ZEV) and install the necessary charging infrastructure as part of Governor Brown’s 
Action Plan, City staff is presently working with Growing Energy Labs Inc. (GELI) about the 
potential to replace the DCFC station located at City Hall and is currently reviewing proposals. 
This station has been inoperable for the past two years. The current station was installed with 
grant funding under the previous CAP Coordinator. Earlier estimates reviewed in 2016 and 2017 
to replace the station came in at approximately $35,000. Staff recently received updated 
estimates and the costs are now ranging from the high $1,000-$10,000 for a new dual port fast 
charging station. Staff is currently reviewing the various models and options and will return to 
the Commission with options at a future meeting. Because of the prior installation, all of the 
infrastructure, battery and O&M is in place. Staff is contacted at least weekly about the use and 
operation of the station. 
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Residential Solar Rebates: 
 
The CAP Coordinator Team and City Staff launched Phase II of this program in November of 
2015. Fifty-one residential solar rebates have been reserved. To date, $45,548 of the $50,000 in 
funding has been awarded to Benicia residents. The average system size is 5.32kw, with the 
largest system being 9.82 kw and the smallest being 1.7 kw. A total reduction of 97.727 GHG 
Emissions Reduction (MTCO2e) was achieved through the installation of 51 residential solar 
systems through this program. Following an audit of program application files, staff determined 
there are currently four incomplete applications pending. Staff will contact those applicants to 
determine if they are still interested in the rebate program.  Pending the outcome, a maximum of 
$4,000 in reserved funds could potentially be released back and re-opened to new applications. 
Currently there is $452 remaining in the residential solar rebate program.  
 
All program materials are on the City’s website. City staff continues to refer citizens to 
alternative programs such as PACE for additional funding opportunities for Solar rebates and 
financing. 
 
Free WaterSmart Program:  
The City of Benicia has partnered with WaterSmart Software to offer our customers with internet 
access a website where they can access detailed information about their water use. It's part of our 
commitment to provide customers with the best tools to manage their water use and their water 
bill. 

1. Log onto www.benicia.waterinsight.com 
2. Register to create an account using the account number on your water bill as your 

registration code. 
3. Personalize your account by answering the simple profile survey to receive comparison to 

similar households. 

What you will get: 

• View your water use on daily or hourly intervals. Do you know how much water your 
sprinkler system is using? 

• Sign up to check if you have a leak. Many water leaks are silent and go unnoticed causing 
large water bills. Get automatic emails or text alerts for leaks once you are signed up with 
the program because fixing leaks promptly saves a lot of water and money. 

• Set use notifications. Set your own threshold and you'll be notified when you use over that 
certain amount of water. 

• Get customized recommendations on how to save water. 

We hope that you take advantage of this service to help manage your water use. If you have 
questions or have trouble signing up, email winsight@ci.benicia.ca.us or call 707.746.4792 
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mailto:winsight@ci.benicia.ca.us
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Hero Program Report: 
Below is the snapshot of the improvements and impact from projects completed by using HERO 
financing in Benicia since the program was adopted in November of 2014. 
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Community Development Department 

                                                                             MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  September 10, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission  

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re: Discussion of Semi-Annual Grant Reports 

 

Recommendation:  Discuss semi-annual grant reports and provide direction to staff, as needed. 

 

Summary:   

There are five semi-annual reports for this meeting for the Commission’s review.  Grant reports 

from Arts Benicia and Benicia Community Gardens are final reports. 

 

Attachments: 

 

• Semi-Annual Grantee Reports 

o Arts Benicia- Doing our pART 

o Benicia Community Gardens 

o Bicycle Benicia  

o City of Benicia Public Works Department – Turf Replacement II 

o Drive Electric Week  
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The following is a summary of the grant reports listed on the previous page: 

 

 

Grantee Grant Amount Date of 

Grant 

Approval 

Date Grant 

Funded 

Monies 

Expended  

Remaining 

Funds 

Project 

Complete 

Arts Benicia-Doing our 

pART 

$30,000 8/18/15 11/06/15 $30,000 $0 Complete  

Benicia Community 

Gardens 

$105,680 7/15/14 10/02/14 $105,680 $0 Complete  

Bicycle Benicia  $20,000 7/15/14 1/15/15 $56.32 $19,943.68 In-Progress 

COB Public Works-Turf 

Replacement II 

$60,000 8/18/15 12/11/15 $34,791.25 $25,322,75 Complete  

* amendment 

requested  

Drive Electric Wek  $10,000 8/18/15 8/18/15 $5,118.65 $4,881.35 In-Progress 

Total: $225,680   $175,826.22 $50,157.78  
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COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

Grant Report 
  

  

  

 

  

Reports are submitted to: 

  

Community Sustainability Commission 

c/o Community Development Department 

Attention: Teresa Olson 

tolson@ci.benicia.ca.us 

250 East L Street 

Benicia, CA 94510 
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Grantee Semi-Annual Report 
to the Community Sustainability Commission 

  

  

Agency: Arts Benicia For the 11 months Ending: May 31, 2018 

Project: Doing Our pART (two-year project) Date Submitted: May 18, 2018     

    Funding Amount: $30,000 total 

  

The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the above project for the prior 11-month period. 

  

GRANT STATUS – Describe project and status of actions within past 11 months. 

 

Report total Project/Program 

services delivered or completed. 

Include pertinent information 

such as: number of individuals 

engaged; collaborations with 

other organizations; 

demographic information; and 

metrics for reductions in water 

and energy use, and GHG 

emissions reductions (estimate if 

actual figures not available). 

 
Project Services: 

July 1, 2017 - May 31, 2018 

 
 

Proposed Grant 

Activities 

(from Arts Benicia’s original 

Scope of Services) 

 
Executed Grant Activities 
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Exhibitions: We propose two 

major juried exhibitions (one in 

2016 and one in 2017) that 

address environmental 

concerns, as called for by CAP 

strategy EO-1.5, Eco/ 

Sustainable art exhibitions. 

These exhibitions include: 

● Panel discussions to 

address how the arts 

contribute to educating the 

public about environmental 

concerns and the 

development of creative 

solutions, which is consistent 

with CAP strategy EO-1.3, 

Educational Workshops. 

● School tours to engage 

small groups of BUSD 

through interactive tours of 

the gallery, consistent with 

CAP strategy EO-1.13, 

Encourage BUSD to Educate 

K-12 Students on Climate 

Change and Ways to 

Reduce GHG Emissions. 

● Family Art Days to engage 

young people and the public with environmental concerns through hands-on art activities, which is consistent with CAP strategy EO-1.3, Educational Workshops. 

● Press Campaigns to draw 

attention to the 

environmental content of the 

 

During this period, Arts Benicia presented Drop by Drop, A Brief History of Benicia Water 

through the Eyes of Its Artists, a group exhibition of artworks by Benicia artists, in joint 

partnership with and hosted by the Benicia Historical Museum. The exhibition, curated by 

(former) Arts Benicia Exhibitions and Programs Manager Mary Shaw, opened on July 26 with a 

reception that same day.   

 

The exhibition highlights the history of water in Benicia from its founding as a deep-water port in 

1848 to its present-day identity as a waterfront town. The exhibition will explore sub-themes 

ranging from aesthetics and the exploration of our sense of place on the Carquinez Strait to the 

more critical observation of general water usage, public need, associated infrastructure 

developments, the effects of drought and flooding, and an eye toward future sustainability. The 

participating artists include Nikki Basch-Davis, Carol Dalton, Bodil Fox, Larnie Fox, Linda 

Grebmeier, Marilyn Schaeffer, Lee Wilder Snider, and Stephen Schumm. In September, a 

“reimagined rain barrel,” by Scott Zoog, was added to the exhibition. Curator Mary Shaw 

devoted approximately six months to planning, researching, and executing the concept of the 

exhibition, including the educational materials and didactic panels. The exhibition, located on the 

second floor of the Benicia Historical Museum, was scheduled to remain open through May of 

2018, but has been extended through June 2018.  

 

Throughout the grant cycle school group tours took place at the museum and included the Drop 

by Drop exhibition with 1500 students visiting the exhibition over the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Family Art Days are held in conjunction with Arts Benicia exhibitions and provide educational 

and art-making activities for children and families. 
 

During Bay Area Clay: A Legacy of Social Consciousness exhibition, (October 14 - 

November 19, 2017) curated by Lisa Reinertson, and featuring works by Robert Arneson, Viola 

Frey, Arthur Gonzalez, Michelle Gregor, Marc Lancet, Mark Messenger, Richard Notkin, Lisa 

Reinertson, Richard Shaw, Stephen de Staebler, Ehren Tool, Monica Van Den Dool, Stan 

Welsh, and Wanxin Zhang, a free Family Art Day was held on October 22 with tours of the 
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work presented, and, in turn, 

foster awareness of the 

environmental issues dealt  with in the exhibitions. 

 

exhibition and a sculpture project. 47 people attended and volunteers provided assistance in the 

gallery.  
 

During Gems IV, Intricate, Intimate, Exquisite Works of Art (December 2-22, 2017) 

Family Art Day was held on December 3 with tours of the exhibition and a project using warming 

trays and melted crayons.  38 people attended and extra volunteers provided assistance in the 

gallery.   

 

The Next Generation exhibition (March 10 - April 8) displayed artwork of Benicia school 

children. A total of 211 students participated in the exhibition. Participating schools included: 

Mary Farmar (33 students), Matthew Turner (31 students and 3 group projects), Joe Henderson 

(25 students), Robert Semple (35 students),  Benicia Middle School (38 students and 8 group 

projects), Benicia High School (37 students), and Liberty High School (12 students). A full house 

was the scene of the Family Art Day on March 18, with viewing of the Next Generation exhibition 

and tinkering, using recycled and upcycled materials, as equal attractions. Attendance was 74 

kids and 46 adults.  
 

Drop by Drop: A Brief History of Benicia Water as Seen Through the Eyes of its Artists. A 
Family Art Day presented by Arts Benicia was held on April 29 at the Benicia Historical Museum 
and was a great success with 32 children and 21 adults in attendance. Families were provided 
docent led tours of the Arts Benicia exhibition Drop by Drop, and were invited to participate in a 
hands-on art making workshop in the museum’s large activity room. “What a wonderful event!  I 
was thrilled to see so many working on the projects, enjoying the space, visiting the exhibits 
upstairs, and discussing the important theme of "Drop by Drop".  Elizabeth d’Huarte, Executive 
Director, Benicia Historical Museum  
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Youth Art Programs: Several 

youth art programs will promote 

awareness of environmental 

issues, including sustainability 

of water and other natural 

resources. The overall goal of 

these programs is to educate 

children about these issues, 

introduce the concept of 

sustainability, and instill socially 

consciousness behaviors 

related to daily lifestyle choices 

that conserve our resources 

such as reuse and recycling. 

These programs include: 

● Eco-Art Summer Day 

Camps, for children who are 

kindergarten graduates 

through 5th grade, include 

hands-on projects using 

ecological, recycled, and 

upcycled materials. This 

meets the criteria for CAP 

strategy EO-1.3, 

Educational Workshops. 

● Arts Benicia After School 

teaches students in grades 

K-5 the importance of a 

healthy environment and 

introduces them to the 

working concept of 

In July 2017, Arts Benicia offered its fifth year of EcoArt Summer Camp from July 17 through 

28. One week of Tinkering and More, taught by Christina Meister, and one week of Art Mashup, 

taught by Pat Hall, were offered. In addition to electronic newsletters and social media 

promotion, in 2017, camp brochures were widely distributed to sites around Benicia, were 

available at Arts Benicia events, and were offered to teachers at all elementary school sites.  

 

EcoArt Summer Camp is again planned for 2018, from June 18 through July 13, with one week 

of Cartoon Creatures & Superheroes, a second week of Tinkering and More and a third week of 

D.I.Y. Art Exploration. All weeks include the use of upcycled and recycled materials. Planning for 

the 2018 EcoArt Camp has occurred during the CSC grant cycle. Students are currently being 

enrolled in this year’s summer program. 

 

 

 

 Arts Benicia After School (ABAS) 

The 2017 ABAS workshops in the fall and winter focused on watercolors, painting, and drawing. 
The watercolor workshops did not use recycled materials. The drawing and painting workshops 
used old calendars, magazines, and other printed materials in the creation of collages and other 
mixed-media projects. No funds from the CSC grant were used for these workshops. 
 
In spring 2018 ABAS workshops, along with painting and drawing, Arts Benicia offered a D.I.Y. 
art exploration workshop that included using recycled materials and objects found in nature. For 
this one workshop CSC funds were used. 
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sustainability. In one-hour 

classes on campus, students 

use recycled, repurposed, 

and natural materials to 

make creative and 

imaginative projects, and 

includes discussion about a 

healthy environment. This 

also meets the criteria for 

CAP strategy EO-1.3, 

Educational Workshops. 

● Artists in the Schools will 

offer hands-on programs to 

Benicia schools taught by 

local artists that would utilize 

recycled materials, activities, 

and art projects to teach 

children about recycling, 

environmental concerns, and 

sustainability. This meets the 

criteria for CAP strategy 

EO-1.13, Encourage BUSD 

to Educate K-12 Students on 

Climate Change and Ways 

to Reduce GHG Emissions. 

 
Exploratory Wheel with the Benicia Unified School District 
Exploratory Wheel is a STEAM-inspired weekly program that rotates between all four BUSD 
elementary schools throughout the school year for grades 3-5. Arts Benicia was invited and  
contracted to teach drawing and tinkering for the 2017-2018 school year. Classes were held on 
Fridays, August through December and January through May. Both classes were well received 
and successfully completed. The two classes were:  “Drawing” class with instructor Mary Shaw 
and “Tinker Time” class using all recycled materials to combine art with engineering and 
problem-solving skills with instructors Larnie Fox, Susan Bunch and Emily Thompson.  
 

 

The Youth Art Programs component of the “Doing Our pART” program is ongoing. 

Awards Program: Arts Benicia 

will recognize exhibition 

submissions that demonstrate 

artistic uniqueness and 

innovation in the themes of 

The Sustainability Recognition Program component of the “Doing Our pART” is part of the 
activities and public programs planned in conjunction with the Drop by Drop exhibition at the 
Benicia Historical Museum and will take place in June 2018.  
 
At the close of this year long exhibition, certificates of appreciation will be presented to the 

participating artists, curator Mary Shaw, and Museum Executive Director Elizabeth d’Huarte for 
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environmental sustainability 

and/or water conservation. The 

goals are to recognize artists 

whose work is effective in 

promoting environmental 

messaging and to facilitate 

interprofessional collaboration. 

An awards program satisfies 

CAP strategy EO-1.2, 

Sustainability Awards Programs. 

their vision of and commitment to sustainability as evidenced through their contributions to the 

exhibition. Certificates will also be presented to the docents who created the children’s activities 

focusing on environmental themes as part of Family Art Day activities. 

 

 

Water Conservation 

Promotion Projects: Two 

projects will provide practical 

ways to promote conservation of 

water and other natural 

resources and educate the 

public about how each citizen 

can conserve them. 

 
 
The Water Conservation Promotion Projects component of the “Doing Our pART” program is 
ongoing. 

Recycling: This will continue 

our recycling policies, including 

composting with guidance from 

Avanti Garden members. Our 

practices have the potential to 

become a model for other non-

profits and businesses. By 

setting an example for our 

community, we help achieve 

goals consistent with CAP 

Strategy SW-2.4, Waste Audit 

The Recycling component of the “Doing Our pART” program is ongoing. 
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Program. 

 

 

 

  

OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 11-MONTH PERIOD 

(How has organization promoted the program?) 

All our events, classes, exhibitions, etc. under the CSC grant are widely publicized. This includes online publicity through our 

website, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts, and numerous media outlets. Events and offerings are also promoted through 

numerous group emails, our e-newsletter sent to 3,300 active subscribers, and in postcards and flyers distributed by volunteers 

and artists regionally, around town, and at our booth at the Benicia Farmers Market. The Benicia Herald devoted a feature article to 

the Drop by Drop exhibition, which was published on July 21, 2017. The article can be found at: 

http://beniciaheraldonline.com/benicias-water-history-on-display-in-collaborative-arts-benicia-museum-exhibit/   

The Fairfield Daily Republic also published a feature article on the exhibition, which can be found at: 

http://www.dailyrepublic.com/solano-news/solano-county-entertainment/new-benicia-art-exhibit-looks-at-role-water-in-town/ 

 

The CSC and its generous grant to Arts Benicia are acknowledged in all of our relevant printed and/or digital promotional materials 

and are given verbal recognition at receptions, panel discussions, classes, etc. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Arts Benicia is grateful for the support of the CSC. The environmental focus of our programming over the past several years has 

become part of our organizational culture, and we anticipate continuing programs such as our reuse/recycle classes for adults and 

children and environmentally-themed exhibitions. Please see the photo essay attached at the end of this report to get a better 

sense of the work we have been able to do using CSC funding.  

  

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES DURING THE 11-MONTH PERIOD 

  

Program changes: 
21



No changes. 

  

Key Personnel changes: 

After nearly seven years at Arts Benicia, Mary Shaw, Exhibitions and Programs Manager retired from the position in January 2018,  

and Lisa Jetonne Quintero was hired as Exhibitions and Public Programs Manager.  

  

Policy changes: 

No changes. 

  

Mission/Direction changes: 

No change in mission. We continue to focus on environmental, organizational, and community sustainability, in line with our grant 

funding from the CSC. 

 

  

BUDGET INFORMATION (attach Balance Sheet) 
  

Provide the project budget. (Expenses listed in this document should be consistent with the Project Description.) This budget is only 

for the project utilizing grant monies. 

This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s efforts provided on this Project through the 

City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability Commission, overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of 

Benicia under terms of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Settlement Agreement. 

  

  

Signature:  

  

Title: Executive Director                                                               

Type name [Name of Signer]: Celeste Smeland                                         

 Date:  May 18, 2018 
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Attachment number 1 COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISION

BUDGET INFORMATION

TOTAL GRANT 

BUDGET                           

( A )

TOTAL                                         

SEMI-ANNUAL                                       

July 1, 2017 - May 31, 2018                    

( B )

TOTAL                                        

GRANT-FUNDING-PERIOD                                                                            

Nov 18, 2015 - May 31, 2018                                     

( C )

1

2 Personnel (Direct)

3 Executive Director - Celeste Smeland $2,400 $1,624 $4,446

4 Program/Exhibition Coordinator - Mary Shaw $8,000 $1,606 $3,828

5 Administrative Coordinator - Peg Jackson $4,700 $679 $2,052

6 Development Associate - Jean Purnell $574 $674

7 Total Personnel (Direct) $15,100 $4,483 $11,000

8

9 Personnel (Support)

10 Honoraria/Curator $250 $500 $750

11

12 Contract Services - program coordinators

13 Youth Art Program Coordinator - Judi Morales Gibson $65 $0 $63

14 Youth Art Program Coordinator - Joanna Kachuck $625 $0 $1,488

15 Youth Art Program Coordinator - Jeremy Throne $2,560 $1,051 $1,544

16 Assistant Youth Art Coordinator $960 $0 $0

17 Total Children's Art Coordinator $4,210 $1,051 $3,095

18

19 Contract Services - instructors

20 Adult Art Class Instructors $1,400 $0 $1,509

21 Children's Art Class Instructors $1,700 $4,014 $7,254

22 Total Instructors $3,100 $4,014 $8,763

23

24 Supplies

25 Office Supplies $74 $100 $100

26 Operating Supplies $620 $979 $1,443

27 Total Supplies $694 $979 $1,543

28

29 Other Direct Costs

30 Advertising $455 $200 $216

31 Bank Charges $250 $100 $103

32 Facilities Rental $0 $30 $70

33 Insurance - liability $480 $480 $480

34 Licenses and Permits $300 $77 $296

35 Postage & Mailing $75 $75 $75

36 Printing $400 $235 $918

37 Profesional Services $0 $450 $495

38 Receptions $125 $0 $34

39 Signage $50 $50 $50

40 Internal Costs - printing $140 $124 $277

41 Total Other Direct Costs $2,275 $1,821 $3,014

42

43 TOTAL DIRECT COSTS $25,629 $12,848 $28,165

PROJECT EXPENSES

DIRECT COSTS

Page 1 5/18/2018 1:11 PM
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Attachment number 1 COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISION

BUDGET INFORMATION

TOTAL GRANT 

BUDGET                           

( A )

TOTAL                                         

SEMI-ANNUAL                                       

July 1, 2017 - May 31, 2018                    

( B )

TOTAL                                        

GRANT-FUNDING-PERIOD                                                                            

Nov 18, 2015 - May 31, 2018                                     

( C )PROJECT EXPENSES

44

45

46

47 Personnel

48 Workers Comp Insurance $231 $53 $131

49 Employer Taxes $1,359 $398 $976

50 Total Personnel $1,590 $451 $1,107

51

52 Space Rental 

53 Rent - classroom (10% = $48/mos) $1,152 $0 $672

54 Rent - gallery (7 weeks @ $166/week) $1,162 $0 $0

55 Total Rent $2,314 $0 $672

56 Utilities

57 PG&E classroom (10% = $4/mos) $96 $0 $57

58 PG&E gallery (7 weeks @ $53/week) $371 $0 $0

59 Total PG&E $467 $0 $57

60

61

62 TOTAL INDIRECT COSTS $4,371 $451 $1,835

63

64 TOTAL PROJECT EXPENSES $30,000 $13,299 $30,000

INDIRECT COSTS

Page 2 5/18/2018 1:11 PM
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1 

July 1, 2017 - May 31, 2018 

 

Photos and graphics by Peg Jackson 
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2 

 

Photos and graphics by Peg Jackson 
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3 
photos provided by Peg Jackson 

 

ECOART CAMP 
Summer 2017 

Art Mashup 

Tinkering and More! 
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4 

 

photos provided by Jean Purnell and  Peg Jackson 

Drop By Drop 
A brief history of Benicia water through the eye of its artists 

 

Benicia Historical Museum, July 26, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 

exhibition and reception 
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CITY OF BENICIA 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 GRANT APPLICATION 
Grantee FINAL Report 

Submitted to the Community Sustainability Commission 
 

Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Funds 
Agency Semi-Annual Report 

 
 
 
Grantee FINAL Report 
 
Grantees must submit semi-annual reports (due July 31 and January 31) to the 
Community Sustainability Commission (hereinafter Commission).  Reports will be 
summarized and information will be reviewed at a subsequent Commission 
meeting.   
 
The reports are utilized by the Commission to monitor the progress of the 
Grantee project(s)/program(s) and/or event(s) funded by its grant.  When the 
Commission receives the reports they are reviewed and approved.  When 
approved, the Grantee will receive its semi-annual funding.  
 
 
 
Reports are submitted to:  
 

Community Sustainability Commission 
c/o Community Development Department 

Attention: Teresa Olson 
tolson@ci.benicia.ca.us 

250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510
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CITY OF BENICIA 

COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
 2014 - 2015 GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 

Grantee FINAL Report 
to the Community Sustainability Commission  

 
 
Agency: Sustainable Solano (formerly 

Benicia Community Gardens) 
For the Quarter Ending: 6/30/18 

Project: Benicia Sustainable Backyard Date Submitted: 6/16/18 
  Funding Amount: $105,680 
 
The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the prior 6-month period.   
 
GRANT STATUS: The project is officially closed as of June 1, 2018 
 

The project is complete as of June 1, 2018 
Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

Tour of all seven demo gardens on April 28, 2018; 9 am – 
4 pm, with guided tours and talks at each garden 

79 attendees  

Extensive promotion of the tour via social medial and 
Sustainable Solano website and newsletter 

Ongoing, April 2018   

Wise Water video (5-7 minutes) demonstrating the three 
components of our water approach: storage in the 
ground/swales, roofwater and L2L greywater; included 
into the 2016-2017 grant extension  

 Wise Water Video is 
complete: 

http://sustainablesolano
.org/wise-water-

informative-video-
sustainable-solano/ 

 

Installed total of seven demonstration permaculture food 
forests in public workshops featuring rainwater collection 
in the ground, roofwater diversion to the ground and 
Laundry-to-Landscape greywater systems 

 Annual water impact 
509,041 gallons 

Public workshops on food forests installations: design, 
water catchment/harvest, earthwork; plants selection; 
creating ecosystems with plants 

 27 public workshops; 
460 attendees 
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Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

“Land Caretakers” training program, while not funded by 
CSC, is an integral part of our efforts: without 
professional landscapers trained on this approach, 
massive change will not be possible. 
 
 

 Pilot program (funded 
by SBA) in Oct 2015 - 8 
trainees; 120 hours of 
training provided by 
BCG; Professional 
greywater installers 
training funded by 

SCWA in May 2016: 14 
professionals trained 
and certified (8 from 

Solano County 

2014 – 2016 Speakers Series Complete 
Speakers brought to Benicia: Toby Hemenway, Trathen 

Heckman, Denise Rushing, Christopher Shein, Laura 
Allen, Lydia Neilson; Tao Orion, John Valenzuela, David 

Mudge 

 280 attendees 

Information sessions and Program Information Booths at 
Benicia public events 

 ~ 170 people talked to 

16 applications for a backyard demonstration food forest 
received (one withdraw an application after the site visit) 

 ~50 family members 

15 active volunteers/spokespeople for the Program total   ~1280 volunteer hours 

Based on the success of this program in Benicia, Solano 
County Water Agency is funding the expansion of the 
program to the entire county.  

 County-wide program 
is beginning it’s 3d year 
of operation on July 1, 
2018 
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4 

 

 
  OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 
  (How has organization promoted the program?) 

1100+ people on the email outreach list; bi-monthly newsletters and an active Facebook 
community 
Part-time PR coordinator advertises the events in local media (both paper and online); 
Local media follows the county-wide expansion of the program 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
Thank you for supporting our vision for this project in Benicia that educates and inspires local 
communities on sustainable edible landscapes based on secondary water. Thanks to your support, 
we were able to successfully implement the program in Benicia and expand it to the entire county. 
The 7 demonstration gardens in Benicia continue to serve as training grounds for our continuous 
educational programs and are proven to be a great community asset. THANK YOU! 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
 
Program changes: 
Benicia program is complete. The concept is being expanded throughout Solano County as Solano 
Sustainable Backyard 
 
Key Personnel changes: 
Nicole Newell is a full-time program manager for the countywide program 
 
Policy changes: 
None 
 
Mission/Direction changes: 
None 
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5 

 
BUDGET INFORMATION  
 
As agreed, the remaining funds - $1,686.66 – were applied toward the 2018 Benicia Sustainable 
Backyard tour on April 29, 2018. 
 
Expenses: 
Personnel direct: Program manager (24 hours @ $25/hr)   $600 
Personnel direct: Public outreach manager (36 hours @ $25/hr) $900  
Salary burden (12%)          $180 
TOTAL:            $1,680 

 
 
This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s efforts 
provided on this Project through the City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability Commission, 
overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of Benicia under terms 
of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Settlement Agreement. 
 
 
Signature:  _____________________________________    
 
Title:  Executive Director 
 
Type name [ Name of Signer ]:  Elena Karoulina 
 
Date: June 16, 2018 
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CITY OF BENICIA 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 GRANT APPLICATION 
 
* 

Grantee Semi-Annual Report 
Submitted to the Community Sustainability Commission 

 

Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Funds 
Agency Semi-Annual Report 

 
 
 
Grantee Semi-Annual Reporting 
 
Grantees must submit semi-annual reports (due July 31 and January 31) to the 
Community Sustainability Commission (hereinafter Commission).  Reports will be 
summarized and information will be reviewed at a subsequent Commission 
meeting.   
 
The reports are utilized by the Commission to monitor the progress of the Grantee 
project(s)/program(s) and/or event(s) funded by its grant.  When the Commission 
receives the reports they are reviewed and approved.  When approved, the Grantee 
will receive its semi-annual funding.  
 
 
 
Reports are submitted to:  
 

Community Sustainability Commission 
c/o Community Development Department 

Attention: Teresa Olson 
tolson@ci.benicia.ca.us 

250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510

34



 

CITY OF BENICIA 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 2015 – 2016 GRANT APPLICATION 
 
 

Grantee Semi-Annual Report 
to the Community Sustainability Commission  

 
 

Agency: CSC For the Quarter Ending:  

Project: Bicycle Benicia Date Submitted: 9/5/2018 

  Funding Amount: $20,000 
 

 
The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the prior 6-month 
period.   
 
GRANT STATUS – Describe project & status of actions within past 6 months 

Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

Project still in progress.  In keeping with the original  
Grant proposal, several meetings have been held 
with interested persons to map out bike rides and 
walks in Benicia .  Maps are being developed with 
the intention that a brochure be published .by the 
end of 2018  

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 
  OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 
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  (How has organization promoted the program?) 

No outreach has been done as this is still a work in progress. 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

In 2017 odometers were purchased for Benicia participants at a workshop on October 21, 
2017.  Most of the remaining odometers were returned to the vendor at the conclusion of 
the event.  Do not know cost incurred. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
 

Program changes: 
 
 
Key Personnel changes: Costance Beutel is no longer part of the implementation of the 
grant. 
Nancy Lund -Benicia Bike Club, Benicia representative on STA Bike Advisory 
Committee, and participant on the Plan Development Team for the Active Solano 
Transportation Plan – is now heading the Bicycle Benicia project. 
 
Policy changes: none 
 
 
Mission/Direction changes: none 
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BUDGET INFORMATION (attach Balance Sheet) 
 

Provide the project budget.  (Expenses listed in this document should be consistent 
with the Project Description.) This budget is only for the project utilizing grant monies. 

 

                                                 
1 Provide names, titles and total estimated annual salary.  Attach additional sheets if necessary and summarize 
total here. 

PROJECT 
EXPENSES 

 

 TOTAL GRANT 
BUDGET 

(A) 
 

 SEMI-ANNUAL 
ACTUAL-TO-DATE 

(B) 

 ACTUAL  
YEAR-TO-

DATE 
(C) 

DIRECT COSTS 
      

Personnel 
(Direct1) 

$ 
      

$ 
      

$ 
      

Benefits (Direct1)                      

Personnel 
(Support1) 

 
      

 
      

 
      

Benefits (Direct1)                      

Contract Services                      

                      

Project-Supplies                      

                      

Project 
Equipment 

 
      

 
      

 
      

                       

Transportation 
(e.g. gas costs, rental) 

 
             

 
      

Other Direct 
Costs 

 
      

 
      

 
      

                      

SUBTOTAL  0  0  0 

INDIRECT COSTS 
      

(Administrative1) 
      Personnel  

 
                    

      Benefits                      

Space Rental                      

Utilities                      

Telephone                      

Office Supplies                      

Transportation 
(e.g. gas costs, rental) 

 
                    

Other Indirect 
Costs 

 
                    

       

SUBTOTAL  0  0  0 

TOTAL  
COSTS 

 
$ 0 $ 0 $ 0 
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Column A = Total cost of Grant Budget. 
 
Column B = Total expenditures of grant funds Semi-annual Actual-To-Date. 
 
Column C = Total expenditures of grant funds Actual Year-To-Date. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s 
efforts provided on this Project through the City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability 
Commission, overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of 
Benicia under terms of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee 
Settlement Agreement. 
 
 
Signature:  _____________________________________    
 
Title:  Project Director 
 
Type name: Nancy Lund 
 
Date:  09/05/2018 
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BICYCLE BENICIA GRANT UPDATE 

August 3, 2018 

History 

Bicycle Benicia, a project to increase cycling in Benicia, has undergone some 
changes since its inception in 2014.   

Projects 

The original grant proposal made several suggestions as to how the funds could 
be used.  For various reasons, some of these ideas have not come to fruition. 

One aspect of the proposal was to hold bicycle maintenance clinics.  The first one, 
in 2014, was held at the Community Center with approximately 50 participants.  
Another clinic was held in the fall of 2017 at the large parking lot in the Benicia 
State Recreation Area.  Despite publicity and the involvement of the Safe Routes 
to School staff from STA, only about 25 people attended.   As in 2014, the 
workshop was held on a Saturday morning and other activities in the city may 
have accounted for a small number of attendees.  In both workshops the 
participants found the information useful.  However, it has proven difficult to 
determine if this type of venue encourages more cycling by Benicia residents.   

Future Projects 

Background 

In 2017 a brochure- 10 Best Rides in Solano County- was developed by the STA  
Bicycle Advisory Committee and published through a grant from STA.  This 
brochure has been widely distributed and has received positive comments from 
both the business community as well as the public.  A second printing has been 
scheduled as the 5,000 copies from the original printing are almost gone. 

Current Project  

A decision was made to use the STA brochure as a model for a similar venture in 
Benicia.  The purpose is to encourage Benicians and others to explore and enjoy 
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the many assets that Benicia provides through historic homes and buildings as 
well as scenic trails and accessible community parks. 

Several meetings with Jon Van Landschoot who is familiar with the historic homes 
in old town area of Benicia were held.   Two rides highlighting downtown history 
as well as homes and buildings in the Arsenal were designed. 

Another meeting with two representatives from the Sustainability Commission- 
David Lindsay and Kathy Kerridge- six rides and two walks were made for those 
who would prefer to explore areas by foot. 

Future Plans 

Another meeting with this group has been scheduled to continue the discussion 
on the proposed rides as well as give details as to mileage and difficulty ratings.  A 
local agency with an active website will need to be contacted once the ride/walk 
plan has been refined so that readers can, by interfacing with the site, get further 
details on exact routes.  The map service that STA used for the aforementioned 
brochure will be contacted to determine costs to finalize layout and publish the 
brochure.  This process, if approved, should be completed barring any unforeseen 
consequences within the next 9 months.  

Distribution of the brochure will include all of the schools in Benicia, local 
businesses, the bike shop, the SRA, and the Capital building to name a few.   

Proposed Costs 

Estimated costs using STA grant proposal: 

Bike brochure and website coordination: $17,000 

Printing (5,000 copies) $ 3-4,000 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Lund 

Benicia Bicycle Ride Coordinator 
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STA Bicycle Advisory Committee 

Benicia Representative 
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CITY OF BENICIA 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 

Grantee Semi-Annual Report 
to the Community Sustainability Commission  

 
 

Agency: City of Benicia – Public Works 
Dept. 

For the Quarter 
Ending: 

07/31/2018 

Project: 2015 Grant 
Enhancing the Water-Efficient 
Landscaping Rebate Program 

Date Submitted: 08/10/2018 

 CSC Grant provides for an 
additional $0.50/square foot 
rebate (to match existing 
$1/square foot rebate from 
Solano County Water Agency), 
up to $1,500, for replacing water 
thirsty grass with water-wise 
landscaping. 

Funding 
Amount: 

$60,000 
+ $114 from 2014 Grant 

$60,114 

 
The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the prior 6-month 
period.   
 
GRANT STATUS – Describe project & status of actions within past 6 months 

Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and 
GHG emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures 
not available). 

Project Services – 6-
Month Period 

Project 
Services 

Year-to-Date 

Number of residents that received an additional 
$0.50/square foot rebate (for a total rebate of 
$1.50/sq ft) for replacing lawn with water-wise 
landscaping 

2 Residents 
(1/1/18 - 7/31/18) 

107 Residents 

Amount/Area of lawn replaced 3,281 square feet for 
$898.50 
 
(The rebate amount does 
not match the square 
footage due to varying 
amount each resident 
replaced.) 

101,965 SF for 
$34,791.25 
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Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and 
GHG emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures 
not available). 

Project Services – 6-
Month Period 

Project 
Services 

Year-to-Date 

Estimated water savings per year 
 
(3,281 sq ft x 32 gallons* = 104,992) 
 
*The Public Policy Institute of California reported 
in a study that turf conversion saves 32 gallons 
of water per year per square foot in the coastal 
zone and 39 gallons in the inner coastal zone.  
The Bay Area spans the two, with Benicia being 
on the fringes of the inner coastal zone.  32 
gallons was used in the calculation to be 
conservative.) 

104,992 gallons of water 
per year (or 0.3 acre-feet) 

3,262,880 gallons 
of water per year 
(or 10 acre-feet) 

Estimated Green House Gas Emissions 
Reductions 
 
(3,982.61* kWh per million gallons* x 0.104992 
million gallons = 418.14 kWh x 0.412** = 172 lbs 
or 0.078 metric tons of carbon dioxide - MTCO2) 
 
*Benicia’s embedded energy in water supply in a 
normal hydrologic year. 
**PG&E emissions factor 
 

0.078 MTCO2 2.43 MTCO2 

 

 
  OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 
  (How has organization promoted the program?) 

The rebate program was included in a brochure containing all water conservation rebates 
available.  This brochure has been available for the public at City Hall, the Benicia Public 
Library and the Community Center.  It also has also been available at the Farmer’s 
Markets (April to October).  However, in April 2018, the rebate brochure was modified to 
only include the original $1.00 per square foot rebate, since the grant funds for the 
additional $0.50/square foot were reserved.  See program changes below for more 
information. 
 

 
 

44



ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 
On August 18, 2015, the Community Sustainability Commission recommended and City 
Council approved allocating $60,000 to provide $0.50 per square foot (SF) for Benicia turf 
replacement projects.  This is the second grant the CSC has provided for this rebate 
program.  The first grant was awarded in 2014 for $100,000 (for $1/SF rebate).  In the last 
grant report for that grant, it was reported that as of August 5, 2015 $99,886 of the 
$100,000 grant had been used leaving $114 left.  Since the grant provided an enhanced 
rebate of up to $1,000, City staff decided to keep the $114 “on the books” until another 
grant was received (instead of offering a customer a partial rebate.) 
 
However, the turf replacement rebate program became extremely popular and the grant 
funding ran out.  Solano County Water Agency (SCWA) had to put the program on hold 
from September 19, 2015 until June 2016.   Now that the program has resumed, City staff 
instructed SCWA staff to combine the $114 with the $60,000 grant funding.  That way, 
both sets of funds will be used for the current $0.50/SF enhanced rebate.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
 

Program changes:   
 

Reason for Delay in Spending the Grant Funds: 

Unfortunately we have not been able to give away the entire grant funding yet.  During 
the past 6 months, only 2 Benicia residents have claimed a grant.  Out of the $60,114 
grant, we still have $25,322.75 left on the books.  At one point, all of these funds were 
committed to Benicia customers and reserved for them, but their allotted timeframe of 
120 days has since expired.  For unknown reasons, these customers did not complete 
their turf replacement/landscape conversion projects and thus did not claim the grant 
reimbursement.  Since April 2018 Benicia customers have been told that they can apply 
for $1/square foot rebate ($1,000 max), but that the additional $0.50/square foot match 
(CSC Grant) was no longer available.  As of July 2018, Benicia customers can now 
receive a $1.50/SF rebate on a first come first serve basis. Staff is in the process of 
advertising that the Benicia funds are back on for this fiscal year.   
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Key Personnel changes: 
 
 
Policy changes: 
 
 
Mission/Direction changes: 
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BUDGET INFORMATION (attach Balance Sheet) 
 

Provide the project budget.  (Expenses listed in this document should be consistent 
with the Project Description.) This budget is only for the project utilizing grant monies. 

                                                 
1 Provide names, titles and total estimated annual salary.  Attach additional sheets if necessary and summarize 
total here. 

PROJECT 
EXPENSES 

 

 TOTAL GRANT 
BUDGET 

(A) 
 

 SEMI-ANNUAL 
ACTUAL-TO-DATE 

(B) 

 ACTUAL  
YEAR-TO-

DATE 
(C) 

DIRECT COSTS 

Turf Replacement 

Rebates 

  
 

$60,114 

  
 

$34,791.25  

  
 

$34,791.25 

Personnel 
(Direct1) 

$ 
      

$ 
      

$ 
      

Benefits (Direct1)                      

Personnel 
(Support1) 

 
      

 
      

 
      

Benefits (Direct1)                      

Contract Services                      

                      

Project-Supplies                      

                      

Project 
Equipment 

 
      

 
      

 
      

                       

Transportation 
(e.g. gas costs, rental) 

 
             

 
      

Other Direct 
Costs 

 
      

 
      

 
      

                      

SUBTOTAL  0  0  0 

INDIRECT COSTS 
      

(Administrative1) 
      Personnel  

 
                    

      Benefits                      

Space Rental                      

Utilities                      

Telephone                      

Office Supplies                      

Transportation 
(e.g. gas costs, rental) 

 
                    

Other Indirect 
Costs 

 
                    

       

SUBTOTAL  0  0  0 

TOTAL  
COSTS 

 
$ 60,114 $ $34,791.25 $ $34,791.25 
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Column A = Total cost of Grant Budget. 
 
Column B = Total expenditures of grant funds Semi-annual Actual-To-Date. 
 
Column C = Total expenditures of grant funds Actual Year-To-Date. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s 
efforts provided on this Project through the City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability 
Commission, overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of 
Benicia under terms of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee 
Settlement Agreement. 
 
 
Signature:  _____________________________________    
 
Title:   Management Analyst      
 
Type name [Name of Signer]:   Carrie Wenslawski   
 
Date:  ___8/9/2018_______________ 
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CITY OF BENICIA 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 GRANT APPLICATION 
 

Sample 
Grantee Semi-Annual Report 

Submitted to the Community Sustainability Commission 
 

Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee Funds 
Agency Semi-Annual Report 

 
 
 
Grantee Semi-Annual Reporting 
 
Grantees must submit semi-annual reports (due July 31 and January 31) to the 
Community Sustainability Commission (hereinafter Commission).  Reports will be 
summarized and information will be reviewed at a subsequent Commission 
meeting.   
 
The reports are utilized by the Commission to monitor the progress of the Grantee 
project(s)/program(s) and/or event(s) funded by its grant.  When the Commission 
receives the reports they are reviewed and approved.  When approved, the Grantee 
will receive its semi-annual funding.  
 
 
 
Reports are submitted to:  
 

Community Sustainability Commission 
c/o Community Development Department 

Attention: Teresa Olson 
tolson@ci.benicia.ca.us 

250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510
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CITY OF BENICIA 

COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
 2015 – 2016 GRANT APPLICATION 

 
Grantee Semi-Annual Report 

to the Community Sustainability Commission  
 

 
Agency: Community Sustainability 

Commission 
For the Quarter Ending: 2rd, 2018 

Project: National Drive Electric Week Date Submitted: 8/1/2018 
  Funding Amount:  

$10,000 
 
The following is an overview of the progress for the above project for the prior 6-month 
period.   
 
GRANT STATUS – Describe project & status of actions within past 6 months 

Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

We have held three public events since November 
2016 to promote the use of Electric vehicles.  The 
first event was at the Benicia Mini Makers Faire, 
April 2017.  This event was held in 

  

conjunction with Benicia Makers Space.  We had 4 
electric cars there, including one from the local 
Chevrolet dealer.  We also had a bus from Solano 
Transportation.   

  

Approximately 1,000   people attended the faire.     

There was a steady stream of people who came by 
and asked questions about the cars, probably 50 or 
60.  We had owners of vehicles answer the 
questions.   
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Report total Project/Program services delivered or 
completed. Include pertinent information such as: 
number of individuals engaged; collaborations with 
other organizations; demographic information; and 
metrics for reductions in water and energy use, and GHG 
emissions reductions (estimate if actual figures not 
available). 

Project Services 
– 6-Month Period 

Project Services 
Year-to-Date 

We held a second event on September 14, 2017 at 
the Farmers Market as part of the National Drive 
Electric Week.  We collaborated with Plug in 
America, the Sierra Club, and the Electric 
Automobile Association. 
We had 3 cars and owners at the market.   We 
talked to about 30 people about electric vehicles. 

  

We had a third event at the 2018 Mini Makers Faire 
which was held at the Solano County Fair on July1, 
2018.  We had three cars there and 4 volunteers.  
The attendance was disappointing.  Even though we 
were there for the entire day we did not have more 
than 30 people come by. 

  

We will participate in Drive Electric week again this 
year at the Farmers’ Market on Sept. 13.  I anticipate 
having 3 cars and 4 to 5 volunteers. 

  

 
 

  OUTREACH EFFORTS FOR THE 6-MONTH PERIOD 
  (How has organization promoted the program?) 

There was an extensive front page newspaper article in the Benicia Herald before the 
Farmer’s Marker event.  These articles reached all of the Herald’s readers.  They were in 
depth articles about the benefits of driving electric.  There was some information in the 
Herald before the first Mini Makers’ Faire in April 2017. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
There have been minimal costs since 2016. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
 
Program changes: We would like the program to continue in future years until the 
funding is spent. 
 
 
Key Personnel changes: 
 
 
Policy changes: 
 
 
Mission/Direction changes: 
 
 
 
  

52



BUDGET INFORMATION (attach Balance Sheet) 
 

Provide the project budget.  (Expenses listed in this document should be consistent 
with the Project Description.) This budget is only for the project utilizing grant monies. 

 

                                                 
1 Provide names, titles and total estimated annual salary.  Attach additional sheets if necessary and summarize 
total here. 

PROJECT 
EXPENSES 

 

 TOTAL GRANT 
BUDGET 

(A) 
 

 SEMI-ANNUAL 
ACTUAL-TO-DATE 

(B) 

 ACTUAL  
YEAR-TO-

DATE 
(C) 

DIRECT COSTS 
     This is total 

spent. 

Personnel 
(Direct1) 

$ 
      

$ 
      

$ 
      

Benefits (Direct1)                      
Personnel 
(Support1) 

 
      

 
      

 
      

Benefits (Direct1)                      
Contract Services                      
                      
Project-Supplies         53.69       53.69      
                      
Project 
Equipment 

 
      

 
      

 
      

                       
Transportation 
(e.g. gas costs, rental) 

 
             

 
      

Other Direct 
Costs- publicity 

 
9500      

 
0      

 
4879.68      

                      
SUBTOTAL  0  53.690  4933.37 

INDIRECT COSTS 
      

(Administrative1) 
      Personnel  

 
                    

      Benefits                      
Space Rental  0              75      
Utilities                      
Telephone                      
Office Supplies  500              110.28      
Transportation 
(e.g. gas costs, rental) 

 
                    

Other Indirect 
Costs 

 
                    

       
SUBTOTAL  0  0  0 
TOTAL  
COSTS 

 
$ 10,0000 $ 0 $ 5118.65 
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Column A = Total cost of Grant Budget. 
 
Column B = Total expenditures of grant funds Semi-annual Actual-To-Date. 
 
Column C = Total expenditures of grant funds Actual Year-To-Date. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This report, to the best of my knowledge, is an accurate representation of the Grantee’s 
efforts provided on this Project through the City of Benicia’s Community Sustainability 
Commission, overseeing allocations of the Settlement Funds administered by the City of 
Benicia under terms of the 2008/2010 Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee 
Settlement Agreement. 
 
 
Signature:  __Kathy Kerridge__________________________________    
 
Title:   member Community Sustainability Commission     
  
 
Type name [Name of Signer]:         
 
Date:  __August 1, 2018 
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Community Development Department 

                                                                             MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  September 10, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission  

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re: 2014-2016 Grant Close Out Summary  

 

Recommendation:  Review and discuss the Close-Out Report for grants issued from 2014-2016. 

 

Summary:   

 
The Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) reviewed scores of grants from 2012-2015 and 

selected 19 grants to recommend to City Council during the 2014-2015 funding periods. During the 

2014 grant funding period, the Commission recommended funding thirteen grants for a total award 

of $1,96t7,385.42. The City Council followed the Commission’s recommendation and awarded the 

full amount. During the 2015 grant funding period the Commission had $299,805 remaining in the 

Valero Good Neighbor Steering Committee (V/GNSC) account to award. In 2015, the Commission 

received applications which requested a total of $401,264. The Commission recommended funding 

fours grants totaling $293,400. The City Council approved $294,400 in grant funding.  

 

The grants listed on the following page were awarded from 2014-2016 and are now closed.  These 

closed grants were issued from 2014-2016 awarded in 2014 pursuant to City Council Resolution 14-

83 and grants awarded in 2015 pursuant to City Council resolution 15-84. Seventeen of all grants 

awarded from 2014-2015 are now closed and completed their respective projects. A total of 

$2,261,785.42 were awarded to the grants listed below over the two-year period. All the grants 

awarded are aligned with the Valero Good Neighbor Steering Committee Agreement (V/GNSC) 

Amendment dated May 4, 2010 and are reflective with Section H of the Agreement. “Future 

Projects” which reads:  

 
The City's Sustainability Commission shall review and recommend to the City Council for 

approval additional projects for funding which provide verifiable water reduction by the 

City, community residents, BUSD, Valero and businesses in Benicia. Any proposed Valero 

water conservation projects must be discretionary and not regulatorily mandated. Priority 

shall be given to water reduction projects but additional projects that are greenhouse gas 

reducing, sustainable or energy efficient and support the City's Climate Action Plan may be 

considered and recommended for approval if the Sustainability Commission finds that the 

project will provide a greater value than proposed water reduction projects."  
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Closed CSC Grants  

  

1. Arts Benicia- Doing our pART 2015  

2. Benicia Community Gardens 2014 

3. Benicia Makers Space 2014 

4. Benicia Tree Foundation 2014 

5. BRIP II 2014 

6. BUSD Ech20 2014 

7. BUSD-Cal-sense 2014   

8. COB- Cash for Grass Phase I 2014  

9. COB- Parks- Water Irrigation Control System 2014 

10. COB-Parks-Drip Irrigation Expansion Project 2014 

11. COB-Water Smart 2015 

12. Community Choice Aggregation Feasibility Study 2014 

13. CSC – Drive Electric Week 2015 

14. Solano RCD 2014 

15. Solar Rebates Phase II  2015 

16. Valero- Boiler Water Conservation Project- 2014 

17. Wattz-On 2015 
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The following is a summary of grants issued from 2014-2016 which are now closed. 

  

Grantee Grant Amount Date of Grant Approval 

Arts Benicia-Doing our pART $30,000 8/18/15 

Benicia Community Gardens $105,680 7/15/14 

Benicia Makers Space  $40,000 7/15/14 

Benicia Tree Foundation $35,000 7/15/14 

BRIP II  $500,000 7/15/14 

BUSD- ECH20 Academy $11,328 7/15/14 

BUSD- Cal-Sense $60,970 7/15/14 

COB- Cash for Grass Phase I $100,000 7/15/14 

COB-Parks  

Water Irrigation Expansion 

$46,000 7/15/14 

COB-Parks  

Drip Irrigation Control System 

$153,000 7/15/14 

COB-Public Works  

Water Smart 

$45,000 8/18/15 

Community Choice 

Aggregation Feasibility Study 

$18,000 7/15/14 

CSC- Drive Electric Week $10,000 8/18/15 

Solano RCD $48,407.42 7/15/14 

57



4 

 

Solar Rebates Phase I $100,000 7/15/14 

Valero- Boiler Water 

Conservation Project 

$829,000 7/15/14 

Wattz-On $99,400 8/18/15 

Total: $2,261,785.42  

 

 

 

I I I I 
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                                       Public Works Department 
                                                                              MEMORANDUM 

Date:  September 5, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 
From:  Carrie Wenslawski, Management Analyst - Public Works Utilities 
Subject: Request to Amend 2015 CSC Grant for Cash-for-Grass 

 
Recommendation:   
Amend the 2015 CSC Grant for Enhancing the Water-Efficient Landscaping Rebate 
Program (aka Turf Replacement Rebate and/or Cash-for-Grass) by increasing the rebate 
amount from $0.50 per square foot to $1.00 per square foot (to match the existing 
$1.00 per square foot rebate from the Solano County Water Agency.)  This would 
increase the total rebate for Benicia residents from up to $1,500 to up to $2,000 and 
may entice customers to take advantage of this rebate. 
 
Background: 
Since 2010, the City of Benicia has partnered with Solano County Water Agency (SCWA) 
on turf replacement rebates (among other water conservation rebates).  SCWA offers a 
$1.00 per square foot rebate, up to $1,000, for turf replacement.  The City contributes 
a 25% cost share to SCWA (i.e. the City reimburses SCWA $0.25 for every $1.00 
rebate.) 
 
In 2014, the Public Works Department was awarded a $100,000 CSC grant for $1.00 
per square foot rebate to enhance the SCWA rebate of $1.00 per square for turf 
replacement projects.  Benicia residents received $2.00 per square foot, up to $2,000.  
These grant funds were expended by August 5, 2015. 
 
Then in 2015, the Public Works Department applied for another $100,000 CSC grant for 
$1.00 per square foot rebates.  Public Works was ultimately awarded a $60,000 CSC 
grant for a rebate of $0.50 per square foot.  To date, we have about $25,000 of the 
$60,000 grant remaining.  During the first six months of 2018, only two Benicia 
residents claimed a grant.  At one point, all of the funds were committed to Benicia 
customers and reserved for them, but their allotted timeframe of 120 days has since 
expired.  For unknown reasons, these customers did not complete their turf 
replacement/landscape conversion projects. 
 
In an effort to use the 2015 grant funding in a more timely manner, we are requesting 
to amend the terms of the grant agreement to increase the rebate from $0.50 to $1.00 
per square foot.  We hope the increased incentive will generate interest and encourage 
more residents to participate.  
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Community Development Department 

                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  August 31, 2018  

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst II 

Re:  Special Event Waste Reduction Best Practices   

 

Background 

In 2017 Chair Lindsay requested the CSC evaluate strategies for waste reduction at special 

events and provided information from the City of Sonoma as an example.  The Climate Action 

Plan (CAP) identifies several strategies related to the overall objectives of waste diversion but 

does not specifically address waste reductions associated with special events. In March 2018, the 

Commission reviewed special event waste reduction information. In May 2018, Marie Knutson 

of Republic Services attended the Community Sustainability meeting and discussed services 

offered by their organization and their current public outreach efforts. The Commission 

requested staff to bring this item back.   

 

Special Events Permitting 

In 2017 the City issued 37 special event permits.  In 2018, 19 special events permits have been 

issued to date. These are not inclusive of private events in city facilities such as the Clocktower. 

 

The majority of special events in Benicia are operated by not-for-profit groups.  The City of 

Benicia Parks and Community Services Department is responsible for coordination, review and 

issuance of special events permits. The permitting process for special events involves submittal 

of an application, review and comment by individual city departments, and issuance of a permit.  

Conditions of approval may be attached to special event permits; for example, the Torchlight 

Parade & Picnic in the Park & Fireworks is subject to approximately 45 conditions of approval.  

Enforcement on-site during special events is typically limited to the Police and Fire Departments 

for life safety. 

 

Recommendation 

City Staff will publish the Republic Services handout on the City Sustainability webpage; 

continue to make the handouts available at the Community Development Department offices and 

coordinate with Parks and Community Services Department to provide this handout at their 

offices and to include this as an insert with all special event permit applications. 
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Attachments 

1. Republic Services Sustainable Benician Summer 2018 Edition 

2. City of Benicia 2017 Special Events 

3. City of Benicia 2018 Scheduled Special Events  
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Sustainable Benician  
Community Recycling & Waste Services

VOL. 28 • SUMMER 2018 PH216

FILM SCREENING

Symphony of the Soil
Wednesday, June 27th • 6:00PM–8:30PM  
Benicia Public Library, 150 East L St.

Symphony of the Soil is an award winning 104-minute 
documentary feature film that explores the complexity 
and mystery of soil. Filmed on four continents 
and sharing the voices of some of the world’s 
most esteemed soil scientists, farmers and activists, 
the film portrays soil as a protagonist of our planetary 
story. Using a captivating mix of art and science, the 
film shows that soil is a complex living organism, the 
foundation of life on earth. Healthy, living soil enhances 
the earth’s natural ability to hold carbon in the soil, thus 
reducing the emission of “greenhouse gasses” into the 
atmosphere and thereby alleviating global warming. 

DRIP IRRIGATION DONE RIGHT

Johnnie Mitchell,  Former Water Conservation 
Specialist for Contra Costa Water District, 
and owner of East Bay Sprinkler & Drip 
Tuesday, July 31th • 7PM–8PM  
Benicia Public Library, 150 East L St.
If you don’t have a rainwater catchment system, conserve water 
with a properly adjusted smart timer and inline drip irrigation. 
They are an efficient method of delivering water to any landscape. 
Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper (QWEL), Johnnie Mitchell, will 
cover the benefits of in-line drip systems, best practice methods, 
and four must-have tools when owning an in-line drip system. 

FALL FREE COMPOST GIVEAWAY

Supplement your soil in time 
for your winter vegetables
Saturday, August 4th • 9AM–1PM 
E St. Public Parking Lot off First St.
Bring your own container and we will fill it. Five gallon buckets work 
best. Up to 30 gallons per household. Please bring driver’s license 
for each household. Benicia residents only. To receive a reminder 
message, email MKnutson@RepublicServices.com with Benicia 
Compost in subject line.

Free Upcoming Classes by Sustainable Solano. Sponsored by Republic Services.
Registration for these classes and more information at www.sustainablesolano.org  

At the compost giveaway, we will also be accepting gently-used clothing, costume jewelry, house goods, bicycles, toys, and games. Sorry, no large items, 
mattresses, or furniture. HELP others less fortunate. Donations will go to the nonprofit, “Faith Food Fridays,” where customers do not pay for items they need. 

New Location!
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printed on  
recycled paper

Having a party? Make the right choices for the environment when 
planning your summer BBQ, wedding, or graduation party. Hosts 
and hostesses often forget the long term price paid for the short 
term convenience of the wrong single-use items for parties. 

The first choice is always to use real dishes, glasses, silverware, 
and cloth napkins. Colorful bandanas are an easy and inexpensive 
way to purchase as napkins. For dishes, if you don’t have, or can’t 
borrow enough for your event, consider purchasing at a second 
hand store. A little mix and match can add interest to your table 
setting.  Don’t want to store it? Donate it back to the store. (See 
picture–first choice)

The second choice is compostable paper plates, especially if 
they are made from recycled content. Thick, rough-textured, white 
ones break down in the landfill best, or ones that are shiny on the 
surface to avoid leakage are ok. Bamboo single-use utensils can be 
found at WebstaurantStore.com and are so much better for the 
environment. (See picture-second choice)

Did you know a plastic fork can take up to 100 years to break 
down in the landfill? If it is the really strong plastic, like the “fake 
silver” kind, it can take up to 1000 years!

If you have to purchase a vinyl table cover instead of cloth, reuse 
it. Don’t forget about the center piece. A second hand glass vase 
can be used over and over. Fill with greenery from your yard, or 
add store-bought flowers. Or borrow/share decorations. Don’t buy 
plastic throw-away junk. 

Worst choice is Styrofoam (cups or plates), plastic plates, single-
use plastic knives, forks, and spoons, and disposable hard plastic 
serving bowls or trays. (See picture-worst choice)

Are cups made with sugarcane or potato starch a good choice? 
Sorry, since they are now a hybrid bioplastic, they cannot be 
recycled and rarely composted. They only break down in the 
landfill a little faster.   

Next issue: There is a big difference between compostable and biodegradable.

Make the Right Planning Choices for Your Next Party

FIRST CHOICE SECOND CHOICE WORST CHOICE

Saturday, June 30th, and Sunday, 
July 1st from 10AM – 6PM, both days 
at Solano County Fairgrounds. 

New lower-priced tickets are only $6. Watch for coupons.

Benicia Mini Maker Faire is now known as Solano County Mini Maker Faire. 
They are excited to have a broader platform to be able to bring in makers and 
exhibitors from across the region to inspire and entertain attendees with a 
unique brand of hands-on learning and DIY spirit.

Visit solanocounty.makerfaire.com/2018 for more information.
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                                       Parks and Community Services 
                                                                              MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  November 14, 2017 

To:  Suzanne Thorsen 

From: Ann Dunleavy 

Re:  List of Special Events from 2017 

 

The following are the outdoor special events for 2017: 
1. Wine & Chocolate Walk – Benicia Main Street 

2. St. Patrick’s Day Beer Crawl - Benicia Main Street 

3. ING Bash – Family Fundraiser at BCP 

4. Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt – Kiwanis 

5. Annual Hit-A-Thon – Benicia Little League 

6. Opening Day – Benicia Yacht Club 

7. Run for Education – Benicia Education Foundation 

8. Benicia Classic Car Show – Benicia Panther Band Boosters 

9. Open Studios – Arts Benicia 

10. Promise Walk for Preemclampsia – Preeclamsia Foundation 

11. Downtown Clean Up Day – Benicia Main Street 

12. June Wine Walk – Benicia Main Street 

13. Ourdoor Movie Night (total of 3) – Parks & Community Services  

14. Torchlight Parade & Picnic in the Park & Fireworks – Benicia Main Street 

15. Holy Ghost Parade – BDES Hall 

16. Waterfront Festival – Benicia Main Street 

17. Peddlers Fair – St. Paul’s 

18. Taste of First Street – Benicia Main Street 

19. Plein Air Paint Out – Plein Air Gallery 

20. Youth Soccer Opening Day – Benicia Youth Soccer League 

21. Benicia Film Festival – Arts & Culture Commission  

22. Fine Art & Craft Fair – Chamber of Commerce 

23. Arts Benicia Art Auction – Arts Benicia 

24. September Wine Walk – Benicia Main Street 

25. CHP Fitness Challenge – CHP 

26. Walk for Water – Northgate Church 

27. Zombie Beer Crawl – Benicia Main Street 

28. Halloween Costume Contest & Dog Contest – Benicia Main Street 

29. Scouting for Food – Boy Scouts of America 

30. Turkey Trot – Tim & Jeannie Hamann Foundation 

31. Holiday Open House & Tree Lighting – Benicia Main Street & City of Benicia 

32. Christmas Parade & Holiday Market – Benicia Main Street 
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                                       Parks and Community Services 
                                                                              MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  June 21, 2018 

To:  Teresa Olson 

From: Ann Dunleavy 

Re:  List of Special Events from 2018 

 

The following are the outdoor special events for 2018: 
1. Wine & Chocolate Walk – Benicia Main Street 

2. St. Patrick’s Day Beer Crawl - Benicia Main Street 

3. Benicia March for Our Lives – California Democratic Party  

4. ING Bash – Family Fundraiser at BCP 

5. Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt – Kiwanis 

6. Annual Hit-A-Thon – Benicia Little League 

7. Opening Day – Benicia Yacht Club 

8. Run for Education – Benicia Education Foundation 

9. Benicia Classic Car Show – Benicia Panther Band Boosters 

10. Mobec Unit at Senior Center Parking Lot - Touro 

11. Open Studios – Arts Benicia 

12. Orienteering Event at Lake Herman – Bay Area Orienteering Club 

13. Promise Walk for Preemclampsia – Preeclamsia Foundation 

14. Downtown Clean Up Day – Benicia Main Street 

15. June Wine Walk – Benicia Main Street 

16. Ourdoor Movie Night (total of 3) – Parks & Community Services  

17. Torchlight Parade & Picnic in the Park & Fireworks – Benicia Main Street 

18. Holy Ghost Parade – BDES Hall 

19. Waterfront Festival – Benicia Main Street 

20. Peddlers Fair – St. Paul’s 

21. Taste of First Street – Benicia Main Street 

22. Fine Art & Craft Fair – Chamber of Commerce 

23. Arts Benicia Art Auction – Arts Benicia 

24. September Wine Walk – Benicia Main Street 

25. Zombie Beer Crawl – Benicia Main Street 

26. Halloween Costume Contest & Dog Contest – Benicia Main Street 

27. Scouting for Food – Boy Scouts of America 

28. Turkey Trot – Tim & Jeannie Hamann Foundation 

29. Holiday Open House & Tree Lighting – Benicia Main Street & City of Benicia 

30. Christmas Parade & Holiday Market – Benicia Main Street 
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Community Development Department 

                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  August 31, 2018 

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst II 

Re:  MCE Deep Green  

 

 

Background 

At its May 21, 2018 meeting, the Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) requested staff 

to agendize consideration of a recommendation to the City Council to choose Deep Green 

through Marin Clean Energy (MCE). MCE previously presented information to the CSC at the 

July 17, 2017 meeting, which included information about Deep Green. The July 17, 2018 was 

canceled due to lack of quorum. Staff is now bringing this item forward at the September 16, 

2018 meeting. 

 

MCE is a local, not-for-profit electricity provider which has 33member communities in Marin 

County, Napa County and Contra Costa County; Benicia is the only member community in 

Solano County. Through this program, MCE estimates the City of Benicia has reduced 6,400 

metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) between 2015 and 2016, which equates to taking 

1,350 cars off the road for a year.  

 

Deep Green Cost 

According to MCE’s July 2017 presentation, seventeen cities and two counties have chosen 

Deep Green, which is a 100% renewable energy source for electricity through wind and solar. 

The City of Benicia could further reduce its emissions and meet its 2020 municipal target by 

converting to Deep Green for its municipal operations. Based on the City’s electricity use and 

MCE’s estimates, transitioning to Deep Green would cost the City about $45,000 - $57,000 per 

year in addition to the existing city electricity cost. While MCE provided the lower estimate at 

the CSC’s July meeting, MCE provided two estimates to staff, including a $57,000/year 

estimate. MCE indicated that Deep Green normally adds 4 to 6% to the existing electricity bill 

for the City. 

 

A more recent cost estimate provided on June 5, 2018 by MCE was derived by analyzing the top 

ten used City accounts in 2017 was $53,000 annually to convert to Deep Green. 

 

Budget Impact 
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As stated to the CSC previously, the City Council adopted the current FY17-19 budget in June 

2017. The adopted budget allocates funds through June 30, 2019 and did not allocate the 

necessary additional funds for the City to transition to Deep Green. In addition, at the time of 

budget adoption, the City needed to use reserves and a portion of Measure C revenues to balance 

the current budget. Therefore, staff finds the City does not have the current resources to 

transition to Deep Green at this time. In addition, the budget process would be the best time and 

opportunity to discuss added expenditures for Deep Green.  

 

 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends the CSC not take action at this time. 

 

 

Attachments 

1. MCE Deep Green Estimate June 2018 

2. MCE Deep Green Estimate January 2018 
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Date: 6/5/18

To: City of Benicia, CA

From: JR Killligrew, MCE

MCE Deep Green*

5,397,180                                   

$53,971.80

700

Remaining emissions to meet 2020 Municipal Target* 673

Contribution towards 2020 Municipal target 104%

Cost per metric ton to reduce 77.08$                                         

Top 10 Electrical Usage Accounts

Account Type 2017 Annual Usage (kWhs) Est. Deep Green Cost 

614 E 5TH ST Sewage Treatment Facilities 2591709 25,917.09$                                 

W L ST & W 10TH ST Road-Hwy Lights-Sign Lights(4) 436332 4,363.32$                                   

.5 MI W/E 2ND ST Water Supply-Irrigation System 329503 3,295.03$                                   

E 2ND ST N/O ROSE DRWater Supply-Irrigation System 318265 3,182.65$                                   

150 E L ST Libraries and Archives 219021 2,190.21$                                   

LAKE HERMAN RD Sewage Treatment Facilities 179397 1,793.97$                                   

181 E J ST Fitness-Rec Sports Centers 131189 1,311.89$                                   

150 MILITARY W Fire Protection 121445 1,214.45$                                   

250 E L ST Road-Hwy Lights-Sign Lights(4) 107963 1,079.63$                                   

250 E L ST Exec-Legisltv Ofcs, Combined 90079 900.79$                                      

*Based on remaining emissions from 2010 inventory reduction of 21% below 2000 baseline

Address

Emissions Saved with Deep Green (MTCO2)

Deep Green Cost for Municipal Operations

Est. Municipal Electricity Consumption (kWh - CY2017)

Emissions Impact for Benicia

Est. Annual Cost of Deep Green for Municipal Accounts

QE Clean Energy 
My community. My choice. 
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Date: 1/18/18

To: City of Benicia, CA

From: JR Killligrew, MCE

MCE Deep Green*

4,542,340                                   

$45,423.40

587

Remaining emissions to meet 2020 Municipal Target* 673

Contribution towards 2020 Municipal target 87%

Cost per metric ton to reduce 77.35$                                         

Top 10 Electrical Usage Accounts

2016 Annual Usage (kWhs)

614 E 5th St 2530145

W L  St & W 10th St 438359

150 E L St 187325

.5 Mi W/E 2nd St 151275

181 E J St 130208

150 Military W 117390

250 E L St 108555

250 E L St 81392

401 E K St 73012

250 E L St 62179

*Based on remaining emissions from 2010 inventory reduction of 21% below 2000 baseline

Recreational Industries

City Hall

Water Supply

Rec Sports Centers

Fire Protection

City Hall

City Hall

Account TypeAddress

Sewage Treatment Facilities

Street Light

Libraries & Archives

Emissions Saved with Deep Green (MTCO2)

Deep Green Cost for Municipal Operations

Est. Municipal Electricity Consumption (kWh - CY2016)

Emissions Impact for Benicia

Est. Annual Cost of Deep Green for Municipal Accounts
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Community Development Department 
                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  September 10, 2018 
To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 
From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst II 
Re: Request to comment on the following article: 

SAFER AFFORDABLE FUEL-EFFICIENT (SAFE) VEHICLE RULE FOR 
MODEL YEARS 2021-2026 PASSENGER CARS AND LIGHT TRUCKS 

Summary: 
Chair Lindsay requests to discuss the following article titled “Trump Administration Unveils Its 
Plan to Relax Car Pollution Rules” published on August 2, 2018 in the New York times and 
make public comment on the related legislation in California currently published on the United 
States Environmental, Protection Agency’s (EPA) website.  
 
Recommendation: 
Review and discuss the article and information published on the EPA website. Determine if 
public comment is aligned with City policies. 
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Community Development Department 

                     MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  August 31, 2018  

To:  Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) 

From:  Teresa Olson, Management Analyst 

Re:  Work Group Updates 

 
The Community Sustainability Commission discussed and decided to form the following work 

groups during the May 14, 2018 meeting: 

 

1. Education and Outreach-Commissioners Lindsay, Snider and Bautista 

2. Clean Transportation- Commissioners Kerridge, Snider and Fisher 

3. Waste Reduction- Commissioners Lindsay and Kerridge 

4. Water- Commissioners Bautista and Federman 

5. MCE- Commissioners Kerridge and Lindsay 

6. City Applied Technology- Commissioner Federman (research) 

 

The Commission has provided the following updates from two of the workgroups to discuss and 

review during the September 17,2018 meeting. 

 
Clean Transportation: 

This workgroup is currently working with Bicycle Benicia to map out suggested bike rides 

within the city. Routes include: historical, Bay Trail, BSRA, Southampton Parks, City Loop and 

Lake Herman loop. The routes will be put into a pamphlet by the same group who completed a 

similar brochure by STA. The cost is expected to be within the budget of the grant that was made 

to the group several years ago. 

 

Waste Reduction 

This group has met twice to discuss a "Benicia Green Restaurant" 

certification program. The group is planning a phased approach to first complete important easy 

to address waste reduction steps to eliminate styrofoam, single-use plastic bags, and plasticware 

in the first year and have more stringent requirements for energy and water-use reduction in 

following years. 
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